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Snohomish County
Charter Review Commission
8th Floor Robert J. Drewel Building
Jackson Board Room
Wednesday, June 8, 2016
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
AGENDA
7:00 p.m. Call to Order
Flag Salute/Roll Call
Agenda Order
Public Comments (7:20 p.m.)
Approval of the Minutes:
Chair’s Report
Business Items
1. Study Items
1. Proposal 2016-14 - Enlarge Council from 5 to 7 Members
2. Proposal 2016-38 - Change Date of County Elections
3. Proposal 2016-24 - Evaluate Governance Structure for Paine Field
Old Business
New Business
Adjournment 9:00 p.m.
Next meeting is currently scheduled for June 15 at the Robert J. Drewel Building
Agenda Topics
Ballot Language Review
[NOTE: Times shown on Agenda are approximate]

Active List of Charter Amendment Proposals
2016-02
2016-04
2016-08
2016-10
2016-12/13
2016-14
2016-18
2016-19
2016-23
2016-24
2016-30
2016-31
2016-38
2016-42

Revisions to Districting Timeline
Adding Office of Ombudsman to Charter
Schedule of County Council Meetings
Confirmation of Department Heads
Qualifications of Elected Officials
Enlarge Council from 5 to 7 Members
Change Date of Submission of Executive’s Budget
Update Charter Language on Nondiscrimination
Update Charter to use Gender Neutral Language
Evaluate Governance Structure for Paine Field
Evaluate Status of Human Rights Commission
Appeals of Hearing Examiner
Change Date of County Elections
Make Prosecuting Attorney Non-Partisan

Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Discussion after August 6
Language to be Reviewed
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Language to be Reviewed
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Language to be Reviewed
Reviewed Language

SNOHOMISH COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM 2016-46
SUBJECT TITLE:
Review of Charter Amendment Language

Meeting Date:
June 8, 2016

Estimated Presentation Time:
90 minutes

Exhibits:
1. Enlarge County Council from Five to
Seven Members
2. Change Date of County Elections
3. Evaluate Governance Structure of Paine
Field

RECOMMENDATION: The Commission should review proposed amendments to the Charter for
Charter Amendment Proposals 2016-14, Enlarge County Council from Five to Seven Members,
2016-24, Evaluate Governance Structure of Paine Field, and Proposal 2016-38, Change Date of
County Elections.
SUMMARY:
At the March 30, 2016 meeting of the Commission, the Commission moved to review potential
amendments to the Charter on Charter for Charter Amendment Proposals 2016-14, Enlarge
County Council from Five to Seven Members.
At the May 18, 2016 meeting of the Commission, the Commission moved to review potential
amendments to the Charter on Proposal 2016-38, Change Date of County Elections.
At the June 1, 2016 meeting of the Commission, the Commission moved to review potential
amendments to the Charter on Proposal 2016-24, Evaluate Governance Structure of Paine
Field.
Exhibits 1 through 3 contain potential amendments to the Charter that reflect the intent of
the Commission. In each of the drafts, the amendments also include provisions to amend the
transition sections of the Charter.
The Commission should review the potential amendments and, if necessary, direct staff to
conduct additional analysis on each proposal. The proposed ballot titles in each exhibit will
be drafted by the Prosecuting Attorney, not the Commission. The ballot title in each exhibit is
illustrative of what the ballot title may look like.
A final vote on each proposition to send it to the voters will occur at a future meeting of the
Commission.
BACKGROUND:
Enlarge Council from 5 to 7 Members
On March 30, the Commission held a discussion on Charter Amendment Proposal 2016-14, Enlarge County Council from 5 to 7 Members. During the discussion, the Commission directed
that the effective date of the proposal would occur after the 2021 redistricting process.

Discussion
Exhibit 1 shows potential language for amending the Charter. Given the technical nature of
the amendment, the Commission’s attorney asked the county auditor for additional guidance.
The draft language shows the expansion of the county council with an effective date of a seven-member council either January 1, 2023 or January 1, 2024, depending on the status of
Proposal 2016-38, changing the date of the county elections. This proposal is based on consideration by voters during the 2016 election.
Term of Office
Because the new members would be elected the same year as the county executive and other
county offices, the draft ballot language resets the council so three members of the council
would be elected the same year as the county executive and four members are elected opposite the county executive. This retains the structure of the council as it currently exists, with
three members elected in years where the county executive is not on the ballot and two
councilmember elected at the same time as the county executive.1 To accomplish this, all
members of the council would be on the ballot in 2022 or 2023 and then the council terms
would stagger (See Tables 1, 2, and 3 for an illustrated explanation).

Table 1 Expansion of Council
Year

Position 1
2017
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Position 3

X

Position 4

Position 5

X

X

X

X

X

X

Position 6

Position 7

X

X

X

X

X

X

2018
2019

X

X

2020
2021

X

2022
2023

X

X

X

X

X

2024
2025
2026
2027

X

X

X

2028
2029

X

X

Redistricting

1

The county executive is elected in 2019, 2023 and 2027.

Two new council districts would be drawn by the districting committee following the receipt
of the 2021 census. Those positions would initially be up for election on the 2022 or 2023 ballot. The estimated size of the new districts based on 2015 Census estimates would be
110,357, a decrease of over 44,000 from the estimated district size of five council districts.
For comparison, the 2015 Census estimate of the population of Everett is 108,010.
RCW 29A.76 sets out the criteria for redistricting:
(a) Each internal director, council, or commissioner district shall be as nearly equal in
population as possible to each and every other such district comprising the municipal
corporation, county, or special purpose district.
(b) Each district shall be as compact as possible.
(c) Each district shall consist of geographically contiguous area.
(d) Population data may not be used for purposes of favoring or disfavoring any racial
group or political party.
(e) To the extent feasible and if not inconsistent with the basic enabling legislation for
the municipal corporation, county, or district, the district boundaries shall coincide
with existing recognized natural boundaries and shall, to the extent possible, preserve
existing communities of related and mutual interest.
Voting and Other Changes due to Expansion of the Council
The addition of two new councilmembers affects multiple sections of the Charter relating to
the number of votes it takes to pass an ordinance and the budget. Expansion of the council
also has an effect on the Charter Review Commission.
Currently ordinances require three votes to pass. Emergency ordinances, overriding the veto
of the executive, increasing the amount of revenue in the budget and passing charter
amendments require four votes.
In the draft language, the passage of ordinances require four votes (a simple majority).
The Commission will need to determine the number of votes to pass emergency ordinances,
override the veto of the executive, and increasing the “the amount of the estimated revenues
contained in the budget.” Five votes would equate to a 71% threshold. Six votes would equate
to an 86% threshold. The Commission could decide to change the formulation for voting and
require a certain percentage of those members present and voting. The Commission may also
need to direct staff to decide the number of votes needed to amend the districting committee’s proposal.
The Commission will also need to decide about membership to the Charter Review Commission. The current Commission consists of fifteen members, three from each council district.
Keeping three members per district would lead to a commission size of twenty-one.
Options for the Charter Review Commission incude:
a) Enlarge the size of the Charter Review Commission to twenty-one.
b) Stating only two members are elected from each council district.
To keep the commission an odd-number, the Commission could decide to:
a) Require the commission to elect a voting or non-voting chair.
b) Elect one commissioner county-wide.
Costs

Staff has asked the county council office for an estimate of the costs of expanding the council. In 2006, the Commission received information that the costs of expanding the council was
$740,000 which includes $403,514 in annual operating costs and about $336,000 in one-time
costs for improvements to the council office. On May 25, 2016, Executive Somers presented
material suggesting that the annual costs would be $800,000 per year.
The current salary for a councilmember is $111,340. Staff is currently awaiting a response
from the county council office on the benefits and overhead assigned to each councilmember
and their office.
Change Date of County Elections
On May 18, the Commission held a discussion on Charter Amendment Proposal 2016-38,
Change Date of County Elections. During the discussion, the Commission directed staff to prepare an amendment to the Charter to change the date of county elections from odd- to evennumbered years.
Discussion
Exhibit 2 shows potential language for amending the Charter. This proposal is based on consideration by voters during the 2016 election.
The draft language starts the transition to even-numbered year elections beginning with the
2017 election. Councilmembers elected in 2017 will serve a three-year term and the positions
would be on the ballot again in 2020. County officials elected in 2019 will serve a three-year
term ending in 2022.
Tables 2 and 3 show how the transition to even-year elections would work for the council.
County executives would be elected in 2022, 2026, 2030 and every four years thereafter, opposite to presidential and gubernatorial elections.

Table 2 Even-Numbered Year Elections, No Council Expansion
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Table 3 Expansion of Council, Even-Numbered Year Elections
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The draft language does not change the election date for the Charter Review Commission.
Costs
Moving to even-numbered year elections would save the county a certain amount of money
for conducting elections. The exact amount of savings would depend upon the number of contested primary elections.2 Looking at November general election savings alone, the county
may save around $548,000 over a ten-year period. 3 4
Moving to county elections in even-numbered years would likely lead to increases in costs on
city and special purpose districts. Cities and special purpose districts elect their officers in
odd-numbered years in accordance with state law. If the county no longer conducts elections
in odd-numbered years, then the proportionate share of the election costs in those years
would increase in those jurisdictions.
If the Commission desires, staff can ask the auditor to estimate the savings for switching to
even-numbered years.
Undervote
2

A primary election takes place when more than three candidates file for a seat.

3

The auditor develops a cost factor for each jurisdiction that has an election on the ballot.
The current practice is for the auditor to charge each jurisdiction the same rate if it had one
issue or race on the ballot or multiple issues or races.
4

There would be additional savings to the county for conducting primary elections in evennumbered years. However, those costs are more variable than those costs associated with the
November general election.

During the May 18 discussion, Commissioners wondered about the undervote for down-ballot
elections. Staff is working on providing complete tables of the undervote in selected jurisdictions for the meeting on June 8.
At the county level, the race for county executive indicates the difference in undervotes in
the 2014 and 2015 elections. In Everett, 20,798 people voted for county executive in 2014,
with less than a 5% undervote. In 2015, 14,570 people voted for county executive, with a 5.5%
undervote. A similar story exists in Edmonds, Lynnwood, Marysville, and Monroe where more
people voted in 2014 and the undervote was less in each jurisdiction in 2014.5
Using incomplete data, the undervote for the first race for city council ranges from 8 to 16
percent and for local initiatives from 5 to 11 percent.6 This range does not appear to vary
whether the election is held in an even or odd-numbered year. As one data point, over 32,000
voters in Everett voted in 2012 for a competitive city council election. In 2013, 16,000 voted
in a competitive city council election.
This data leads to preliminary conclusions that in odd-numbered year elections, the race for
county executive does not drive turnout for local races. In Edmonds, Everett and Lynnwood
more people voted for a city council race than for county executive. In Edmonds, Lynnwood,
and Marysville, more people voted for the Community Transit measure than for county executive.7
Transition Language
The transition language for this proposal, as well as for the expansion of the size of the county council include a provision that repeals all of Article 11 by January 1, 2024. If the Commission wishes to delete references to the entirety of the obsolete transition provisions, this provision, Section 11.130, could be added to each proposal sent to the voters.
Evaluate Governance Structure for Paine Field
On June 1, the Commission held a discussion on Charter Amendment Proposal 2016-24, Evaluate the Governance Structure of Paine Field. During the discussion, the Commission directed
staff to prepare an amendment to the Charter to create an airport commission in the Charter.
Exhibit 3 shows potential language for amending the Charter.
Discussion
The proposed language differs slightly from the language seen in the June 1 staff report to
the Commission. The purpose and scope of the commission come from the 1987 Snohomish
County ordinance creating the airport commission. The draft states the council can determine

5

Caution is urged in comparing the undervote across the 2014 and 2015 elections. In 2015,
two Democrats were on the ballot and non-Democrats may have skipped voting in the race.
6

Excluding uncontested elections.

7

Everett is not in the Community Transit District

the membership of the airport commission, but must include at least one member from each
county council district.8
Since the meeting on June 1, staff found another example of the purpose of scope of an airport roundtable found in King County Code 15.94.9 The scope and purpose of the roundtable is
to “advise and make recommendations to the airport management, county executive and
county council on the airport budget, programs, regulations, master plans and noise reduction
strategies and other related matters.”
If the Commission wishes to be more specific in the purpose of the airport commission, staff
suggests language similar to the King County Code.
Reimbursement
As the Commission was made aware in an earlier proposal, there are two different languages
for reimbursement for mileage and expenses for commissions located in the charter.
The language for the salary commission states, “Members of the salary commission shall serve
without compensation, but may receive reimbursement for mileage to and from meetings and
for such other expenses directly related to their service as provided by ordinance.”
The language for the charter review commission and districting committee states, “Members
of the districting committee shall serve without salary but shall be compensated for reasonable-out-of-pocket expenses,” and, “Members of the commission shall serve without salary,
but shall be reimbursed for reasonable out-of-pocket expenses.”
After reviewing the language, the Commission’s attorney recommends paralleling the language of the salary commission for the airport commission and the human rights commission.
If given direction from the Commission, the Commission’s attorney recommends that the
charter language for the charter review commission and districting commission be amended
to use the language of the salary commission.
Codification
At this point in the process, the airport commission, human rights commission, and the office
of the public advocate (ombudsman) are all numbered 2.160. As proposals are refined or
postponed for discussion after August 6, 2016, these proposals will be renumbered. If multiple
proposals move forward for the 2016 ballot that add 2.160 to the Charter, the Commission’s
attorney may either add transition language or consider another method of codification of the
proposal.
ALTERNATIVES:
The Commission may delays a vote to a subsequent meeting or elect to consider combining a
proposal with another proposal.

8

This is the same formulation used in the proposal to establish the Human Rights Commission
in the Charter. In each case, the council can expand the size of the commission.
9

http://aqua.kingcounty.gov/council/clerk/code/18_Title_15.htm#_Toc422301812

PROPOSITION NO. ___
Increasing County Council from Five Members to Seven Members
A.

Proposed Ballot Title:

AF
T

The Snohomish County Charter Review Commission has proposed amendments
to the Snohomish County Charter concerning the number of county
councilmembers. This proposition would increase the number of county
councilmembers from five councilmembers to seven councilmembers beginning
in 2023, or in 2022 if Proposition No. ___ providing for elections in evennumbered years is approved, make procedural and other related changes, and
provide for transition. Should this proposition be:
Approved . . . . . . . . □
Rejected . . . . . . . . □
B.

Charter Amendments Required

AMENDED SECTIONS:

Section 2.30 Composition

D

R

The county council shall consist of ((five)) seven members nominated and
elected from districts. Councilmembers shall be residents and registered voters
of the district they represent at the time of filing for election to said office and at
all times during their terms. Any change in the boundaries of a councilmember’s
district which shall cause him to be no longer a resident shall not disqualify him
from holding office during the remainder of the term for which he was elected or
appointed.
Section 2.110 Ordinances - Enactment
Proposed ordinances may be introduced by any councilmember, mini-initiative or
initiative. Every proposed ordinance shall be introduced in its entirety in writing.
At least thirteen days shall pass between the introduction and the final passage
of every ordinance, except emergency ordinances. Brief summaries of proposed
ordinances providing reasonable notice as to the nature of the action
contemplated shall be published before consideration. The council shall hold at
least one public hearing after due notice to consider the proposed ordinance. Any
proposed ordinance may be amended by motion at hearing without publication,
provided, that such amendments shall not change the scope and object of the
proposed ordinance. No proposed ordinance shall become a law unless on its

2016-14 draft 4 (6-6)

final passage the vote be taken by roll call by yeas and nays. Ordinances, or
summaries of them, shall be published after enactment. Except for emergency
ordinances, a minimum of ((three)) four affirmative votes shall be required to
adopt an ordinance.

AF
T

Every ordinance shall be presented to the county executive within five working
days after adoption by the county council. Within ten working days after
presentation, the county executive shall either sign the ordinance and return it or
veto the ordinance and return it to the county council with his written objections. If
an ordinance is not returned to the county council within ten working days after
its presentation, it shall be deemed enacted without the county executive’s
signature. If the county executive vetoes an ordinance, the county council shall
have thirty days to reconsider the ordinance. If the ordinance receives at least
((four)) [XXX] affirmative votes it shall become law. Except as otherwise provided
by this charter, all ordinances shall take effect ten days after they are signed by
the county executive or otherwise enacted, or at a later date if stated in the
ordinance.
Section 2.120 Emergency Ordinances

R

Any proposed ordinance may be enacted as an emergency ordinance if the
county council finds as a fact, and states in the ordinance, that the ordinance is
necessary for the immediate preservation of public peace, health or safety or for
the support of county government and its existing public institutions. A minimum
of ((four)) [XXX] affirmative votes shall be required to enact an emergency
ordinance. Emergency ordinances shall not be subject to the veto power of the
county executive. All emergency ordinances shall be effective immediately upon
passage by the county council.
Section 6.50 Consideration and Adoption of the Budget

D

At least thirty days prior to the end of the fiscal year, the county council shall
adopt budget, tax and revenue ordinances for the next fiscal year. Prior to the
adoption of any budget ordinance for the next fiscal year, the county council shall
hold a public hearing to consider the proposed budget presented by the county
executive and shall hold any other public hearings on the budget or any part
thereof that it deems advisable. The county council in considering the budget
ordinance proposed by the county executive, may delete or add items, may
reduce or increase the proposed appropriations and may add provisions
restricting the expenditure of certain appropriations, provided that the county
council shall adopt a six (6) year capital improvement program as an adjunct to
the budget, including a balance of proposed expenses and potential revenue
sources.
The appropriations included in the budget ordinance adopted by the county
council shall not exceed the estimated revenues of the county for the next fiscal

2016-14 draft 4 (6-6)

year for each fund including surpluses and reserves. However the county council
may increase the amount of the estimated revenues contained in the budget
proposed by the county executive by reestimating the amount by motion passed
by a minimum of ((four)) [XXX] affirmative votes, by utilizing reserves in a manner
not proposed by the county executive or by creating additional sources of
revenue which were not included in the proposed tax and revenue ordinances
presented by the county executive.
Section 8.20 Election and Period of Office

AF
T

Five years after the adoption of this charter and every ten years thereafter, the
county council shall cause an election of a charter review commission,
hereinafter referred to as the commission. The commission shall consist of
((fifteen)) [XXX] persons ((, an equal number)) from each council district. There
shall be no filing fee nor shall there be a primary. The election shall be held at the
November general election and candidates shall run on a nonpartisan basis. The
member of the commission who receives the greatest number of votes shall
convene the commission. The term of office shall be one year. The commission
may meet at such times and in such places as it deems appropriate.
Section 8.80 Amendments by the County Council

R

The county council may propose amendments to the charter by enacting an
ordinance to submit a proposed amendment to the voters at the next November
general election occurring at least ninety days after enactment. A minimum of
((four)) [XXX] affirmative votes shall be required to enact such an ordinance. An
ordinance proposing an amendment to the charter shall not be subject to the veto
power of the county executive.
REPEALED SECTIONS:

D

((Section 11.40 Budget

The budget for 2007 which is in effect when this amended charter takes effect,
shall remain effective until revised.))
((Section 11.70 Effective Date
This amended charter shall take effect January 1, 2007. The term
"effective date of this amended charter" shall mean January 1, 2007.))
NEW SECTIONS:
Section 11.090 Districting Plan

2016-14 draft 4 (6-6)

The districting committee appointed in 2021 shall draw a districting plan having
seven council districts numbered one through seven.
Section 11.110 Elections and Terms of Office – County Councilmembers
Notwithstanding any other provision of this charter, the elections and terms of
office of county councilmembers shall be as set out in this section, according to
the following contingencies:

AF
T

1. If Proposition No. ___ providing for elections in even-numbered years is
approved by a majority of voters in the 2016 general election and Proposition
No. ___ providing for an increase in the number of county councilmembers is
not approved by a majority of voters in that election, then: (a) councilmembers
elected in 2017 to represent districts one, four, and five shall serve three-year
terms; and (b) councilmembers elected in 2019 to represent districts two and
three shall serve three-year terms. All subsequent elections shall be held in
even-numbered years according to the provisions of this charter.

R

2. If Proposition No. ___ providing for elections in even-numbered years is not
approved by a majority of voters in the 2016 general election and Proposition
No. ___ providing for an increase in the number of county councilmembers is
approved by a majority of voters in that election, then: (a) councilmembers
elected in 2021 to represent districts one, four, and five shall serve two-year
terms; (b) elections for all council districts as redistricted under Section 11.090
of this charter shall be held in 2023, (c) councilmembers elected in 2023 to
represent districts two, three, six, and seven shall serve two-year terms; and
(d) councilmembers elected in 2023 to represent districts one, four, five, and
six shall serve four-year terms. All subsequent elections shall be held
according to the provisions of this charter. Districts six and seven shall not be
deemed vacant prior to 2024.

D

3. If Proposition No. ___ providing for elections in even-numbered years and
Proposition No. ___ providing for an increase in the number of county
councilmembers are both approved by a majority of voters in that election,
then: (a) councilmembers elected in 2017 to represent districts one, four, and
five shall serve three-year terms; (b) councilmembers elected in 2019 to
represent districts two and three shall serve three year terms; (c)
councilmembers elected in 2020 to represent districts one, four, and five shall
serve two-year terms; (d) elections for all council districts as redistricted under
Section 11.090 of this charter shall be held in 2022; (e) councilmembers
elected in 2022 to represent districts two, three, and seven shall serve twoyear terms; and (f) councilmembers elected in 2022 to represent districts one,
four, five, and six shall serve four year terms. All subsequent elections shall
be held in even-numbered years according to the provisions of this charter.
Districts six and seven shall not be deemed vacant prior to 2023.

2016-14 draft 4 (6-6)

Section 11.120 Expiration of Transition Provisions
This Article 11 shall expire on January 1, 2024, and shall not appear in the
publication of this charter after that date.
Section 11.130 Effective Dates

D

R

AF
T

The amendments to Section 2.30, 2.110, 2.120, 6.50, 8.20, and 8.80 shall take
effect January 1, 2023, except that if Proposition No. ___ providing for elections
in even numbered years is approved by a majority of voters then the
amendments to Section 2.30, 2.110, 2.120, 6.50, 8.20, and 8.80 shall take effect
January 1, 2022. All other changes proposed by the 2016 Charter Review
Commission and approved by a majority of voters in the 2016 general election
shall take effect as provided in Section 8.50 or this article.

2016-14 draft 4 (6-6)

PROPOSITION NO. ___
Providing for Elections in Even-Numbered Years
A.

Proposed Ballot Title:

AF
T

The Snohomish County Charter Review Commission has proposed amendments
to the Snohomish County Charter concerning the schedule for holding county
elections. This proposition would change the schedule for electing the County
Executive, County Assessor, County Auditor, County Clerk, County Sheriff,
County Treasurer, and members of the County Council from odd-numbered years
to even-numbered years beginning in 2020, and provide for transition. Should
this proposition be:
Approved . . . . . . . . □
Rejected . . . . . . . . □
B.

Charter Amendments Required

AMENDED SECTION:

Section 4.90 Commencement of Terms of Office

R

((With the exception of the prosecuting attorney, the)) The election of county
officers provided for in this charter shall be held in ((odd-numbered)) evennumbered years as provided by general law and the provisions of this charter.
The terms of office of elected county officers shall commence on the first day of
January immediately following the November general election.

D

REPEALED SECTIONS:
((Section 11.40 Budget

The budget for 2007 which is in effect when this amended charter takes effect,
shall remain effective until revised.))
((Section 11.70 Effective Date
This amended charter shall take effect January 1, 2007. The term
"effective date of this amended charter" shall mean January 1, 2007.))
NEW SECTIONS:

2016-38 draft 4 (6-6)

Section 11.100 Elections and Terms of Office – Elected Executive Officers
Notwithstanding any other provision of this charter, the elections and terms of the
elected executive officers provided for in Section 3.20 shall be as set out in this
section.
The executive officers elected in 2019 shall serve three-year terms. All
subsequent elections shall be held in even-numbered years according to the
provisions of this charter.
Section 11.110 Elections and Terms of Office – County Councilmembers

AF
T

Notwithstanding any other provision of this charter, the elections and terms of
office of county councilmembers shall be as set out in this section, according to
the following contingencies:
1. If Proposition No. ___ providing for elections in even-numbered years is
approved by a majority of voters in the 2016 general election and Proposition
No. ___ providing for an increase in the number of county councilmembers is
not approved by a majority of voters in that election, then: (a) councilmembers
elected in 2017 to represent districts one, four, and five shall serve three-year
terms; and (b) councilmembers elected in 2019 to represent districts two and
three shall serve three-year terms. All subsequent elections shall be held in
even-numbered years according to the provisions of this charter.

D

R

2. If Proposition No. ___ providing for elections in even-numbered years is not
approved by a majority of voters in the 2016 general election and Proposition
No. ___ providing for an increase in the number of county councilmembers is
approved by a majority of voters in that election, then: (a) councilmembers
elected in 2021 to represent districts one, four, and five shall serve two-year
terms; (b) elections for all council districts as redistricted under Section 11.090
of this charter shall be held in 2023, (c) councilmembers elected in 2023 to
represent districts two, three, six, and seven shall serve two-year terms; and
(d) councilmembers elected in 2023 to represent districts one, four, five, and
six shall serve four-year terms. All subsequent elections shall be held
according to the provisions of this charter. Districts six and seven shall not be
deemed vacant prior to 2024.
3. If Proposition No. ___ providing for elections in even-numbered years and
Proposition No. ___ providing for an increase in the number of county
councilmembers are both approved by a majority of voters in that election,
then: (a) councilmembers elected in 2017 to represent districts one, four, and
five shall serve three-year terms; (b) councilmembers elected in 2019 to
represent districts two and three shall serve three year terms; (c)
councilmembers elected in 2020 to represent districts one, four, and five shall
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serve two-year terms; (d) elections for all council districts as redistricted under
Section 11.090 of this charter shall be held in 2022; (e) councilmembers
elected in 2022 to represent districts two, three, and seven shall serve twoyear terms; and (f) council members elected in 2022 to represent districts
one, four, five, and six shall serve four year terms. All subsequent elections
shall be held in even-numbered years according to the provisions of this
charter. Districts six and seven shall not be deemed vacant prior to 2023.
Section 11.120 Expiration of Transition Provisions

D

R

AF
T

This Article 11 shall expire on January 1, 2024, and shall not appear in the
publication of this charter after that date.

2016-38 draft 4 (6-6)

PROPOSITION NO. ___
Airport Commission
A.

Proposed Ballot Title:

AF
T

The Snohomish County Charter Review Commission has proposed amendments
to the Snohomish County Charter concerning an advisory commission for the
county airport at Paine Field. This proposition would direct the county council to
establish a commission to advise the county council and executive on proposed
rules and regulations for the management and control of airport property and on
such other matters as may be specified by ordinance, with the commission to be
appointed and include at least one member from each council district and may
include other members as determined by the council. Should this proposition be:
Approved . . . . . . . . □
Rejected . . . . . . . . □
B.

Charter Amendments Required

NEW SECTION:

Section 2.160 Airport Advisory Commission
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The county council shall establish by ordinance a commission to advise and
make recommendations to the county executive and council concerning the
county airport at Paine Field. The commission shall have authority to advise the
executive and council on proposed rules and regulations for the management
and control of airport property and on such other matters as may be specified by
ordinance. The commission shall consist of at least one resident of each council
district and may include other members as determined by the council. Members
shall be appointed by the county executive and confirmed by the council.
Members of the commission may receive reimbursement for mileage to and from
meetings and for such other expenses directly related to their service as provided
by ordinance. All commission meetings shall be open to the public and contain
an opportunity for public comment, except to the extent executive sessions are
authorized by state law.
REPEALED SECTIONS:
((Section 11.40 Budget
The budget for 2007 which is in effect when this amended charter takes effect,
shall remain effective until revised.))
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((Section 11.70 Effective Date
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This amended charter shall take effect January 1, 2007. The term
"effective date of this amended charter" shall mean January 1, 2007.))
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Snohomish County
Charter Review Commission
8th Floor Robert J. Drewel Building
Jackson Board Room
Wednesday, June 8, 2016
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
AGENDA
7:00 p.m. Call to Order
Flag Salute/Roll Call
Agenda Order
Public Comments (7:20 p.m.)
Approval of the Minutes:
Chair’s Report
Business Items
1. Study Items
1. Proposal 2016-14 - Enlarge Council from 5 to 7 Members
2. Proposal 2016-38 - Change Date of County Elections
3. Proposal 2016-24 - Evaluate Governance Structure for Paine Field
Old Business
New Business
Adjournment 9:00 p.m.
Next meeting is currently scheduled for June 15 at the Robert J. Drewel Building
Agenda Topics
Ballot Language Review
[NOTE: Times shown on Agenda are approximate]

Active List of Charter Amendment Proposals
2016-02
2016-04
2016-08
2016-10
2016-12/13
2016-14
2016-18
2016-19
2016-23
2016-24
2016-30
2016-31
2016-38
2016-42

Revisions to Districting Timeline
Adding Office of Ombudsman to Charter
Schedule of County Council Meetings
Confirmation of Department Heads
Qualifications of Elected Officials
Enlarge Council from 5 to 7 Members
Change Date of Submission of Executive’s Budget
Update Charter Language on Nondiscrimination
Update Charter to use Gender Neutral Language
Evaluate Governance Structure for Paine Field
Evaluate Status of Human Rights Commission
Appeals of Hearing Examiner
Change Date of County Elections
Make Prosecuting Attorney Non-Partisan

Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Discussion after August 6
Language to be Reviewed
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Language to be Reviewed
Reviewed Language
Reviewed Language
Language to be Reviewed
Reviewed Language

