March 20, 2015

To Department of Ecology, NEP Watershed Protection & Restoration Grant Program:
The Snohomish-Stillaguamish Local Integrating Organization (LIO) is pleased to provide this
letter in support of the Lower Skykomish River Riparian Edge Habitat Enhancement proposal
for the National Estuary Program (NEP) Watershed Protection and Restoration Grant Program
(Theme 3-Protect/Restore Riparian or Floodplain Habitat).
The Lower Skykomish River Riparian Edge Habitat Enhancement is a 2.8 mile phased, multisite, multi-partner restoration project born from the 2010 reach-scale, Lower Skykomish River
Restoration Assessment. This project involves application of in-stream and edge habitat
enhancements designed to restore natural river processes and establish an enduring riparian
buffer along 2,000 feet of the Skykomish River. Particular activities include elimination of a
remnant riprap revetment, placement of in-channel woody complexes, installation of vertical
wood boles to a meander bar, application of bio-engineering techniques to temper sections of
vertical and eroding bank, and enhancement of 6.5 acres of riparian buffer (2000 lineal feet, at a
minimum of 100 foot depth).
The project is fully designed, partnership agreements have been executed, final permits are in
process, and the construction contracting process is underway. Project partners include three
agricultural landowners, the state Salmon Recovery Funding Board, Public Utility District No. 1
of Snohomish County, Snohomish County Public Works, Snohomish County Conservation
District and USDA Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program. Ecology NEP funds will close
a crucial construction funding gap, enabling completion of all construction phases. In addition to
this site-specific construction work, NEP funds would facilitate invasive species management
activities from the head of the Skykomish River to this construction site. This element involves
aerial mapping and analysis of Japanese knotweed infestations along the mainstem, ground
truthing on identified smaller tributaries, and establishment of a Cooperative Weed Management
Area as the means to strategize and collaborate around basin-wide control efforts.
The proposed project will advance several of the LIO’s recommended near term actions: Local
Habitat Protection and Restoration, Knotweed Control, and Salmon/Multi-Species Recovery
Plans. We endorse this proposed project that will benefit multiple stakeholders and implement a
local project to help achieve targets identified in the Puget Sound Action Agenda.
Sincerely,

Dave Somers, Chair
Snohomish-Stillaguamish Local Integrating Organization Executive Committee

