FAQ SHEET

Snohomish County Little Bear Creek
Basin Planning Project
…….Now and For the Future
Understanding how to improve water quality
conditions with continued growth and changes
Why study Little Bear Creek?
Snohomish County is assessing its portion of Little Bear Creek to better
understand how we can improve water quality conditions. This valuable
resource covers 13 square miles and is home to over 5,000 households*
within Snohomish County. This project will help the County plan for ways
to minimize or offset impacts of future development on the stream and to
enhance and protect aquatic resources in the Little Bear Creek Basin.

Who is conducting this study?
Snohomish County Public Works Surface Water Management Division (SWM)
is conducting the study as a requirement of its National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Phase I Municipal Stormwater permit.

What area is covered?
The map to the left outlines the portion of the Little Bear Creek Basin within Snohomish County that is being studied.

What is the NPDES permit?
NPDES permits, issued by Washington State Department of Ecology, control
water pollution by regulating wastewater and stormwater under the federal
Clean Water Act.
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What is our goal?
The project goal is to develop a draft stormwater management plan to improve future water quality conditions in Little Bear Creek Basin.

What are we asking of you?
We want to gather input from those who live and work in the basin, including interested agencies and organizations. The results of this evaluation will
help Snohomish County determine stormwater management needs for the
Little Bear Creek Basin. Your participation is important. We want to know
what you perceive to be issues and problems in the watershed. Receiving
your input will help as we develop stormwater management strategies.
Meetings will be held over the next two years to provide opportunities for
you to provide input, learn about the project, review findings, and review
the draft plan.
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What are we gathering data on?
•

Habitat conditions along Little Bear Creek and its tributaries including stream bank stability, sediment sources, vegetation, and channel dimensions.

•

Stream temperatures and pollutants such as dissolved copper, dissolved zinc, and fecal
coliform bacteria.

•

Biological health of the stream including the aquatic insects.

•

Stream flows during small and large storms.

•

Existing stormwater infrastructure such as detention ponds.

When will data be collected?
Data collection started in summer of 2014 and will conclude during the spring of 2016.

What is the process for gathering data?
County staff and consultants have been collecting data throughout the stream system. Staff
or consultants only access the stream and stormwater facilities on private property with prior
permission from the landowners.

What will the collected data be used for?
The data will be used to gain understanding about the current condition of the basin and how
it functions, and to support a watershed computer model that will help determine whether
water quality standards can be met in the future as the area continues to develop. These findings will be used to create a watershed-scale stormwater plan for Little Bear Creek, known as
the Little Bear Creek Basin Plan. This plan will be submitted to the Washington State Department of Ecology.

Will there be an opportunity to review the Little Bear Creek Basin Plan
before it is submitted?
Snohomish County will host a meeting in the fall of 2016 to share findings of our existing
conditions analysis and the modeling phase of this project. The draft Little Bear Creek Basin
Plan will be available for public review and comment in late spring 2017.

When will the Little Bear Creek Basin Plan be submitted?
The plan will be submitted to the Washington Department of Ecology by September 2017.

How do I stay informed on the project?
Snohomish County has set up a specific website for this project at
www.littlebearcreek.surfacewater.info. The site contains contact information for county staff
working on the project as well as a way to stay informed on project progress through emails
or text messages.

Who can I contact if I have specific questions?
Arthur Lee, Project Specialist
Phone: 425-388-3812
Email: Arthur.Lee@snoco.org

