MEETING NOTES
SNOHOMISH SUSTAINABLE LANDS STRATEGY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE PHASE 3.5 2016, SNO. FORUM JOINT SESSION
Monday June 22, 2016 10:30 – Noon, Brown Bag Lunch
Stillaguamish Admin Center, 3322 236th ST NE, Arlington, WA 98223

PARTICIPANTS
Dan Evans & Cynthia Carlstad, SLS cofacilitators
Morgan Ruff for Terry Williams, Tulalip
Tribes, SLS Co-Chair (Fish), and Forum
Chair
Tristan Klesick, SLS Co-Chair (Ag),
Klesick Family Farms
Monte Marti, SLS EC Ag Caucus
member, Sno Conservation Dist Mgr
CK Eidem, SLS EC Fish Caucus
member, Ducks Unlimited regional mgr.
Pat Stevenson for Shawn Yanity, SLS EC
Fish Caucus member, Stillaguamish tribal
chair
Gregg Farris, SnoCo SWM engineer
Linda Neunzig, SnoCo Ag Coordinator
Bill Blake, City of Arlington
Chantell Krider, Snohomish Story Map
creator
Janet Curren, NMFS, Section 7
Consultations
Leif Fixen, American Farmland Trust,
digester specialist
Terri Strandberg, SnoCo PDS
Kristin Kelly, SLS EC Fish Caucus
member, Pilchuck Audubon
Mary Hurner, SnoCo SWM Sr. Planner
Chuck Hazleton, Stillaguamish Flood
Conrol District

Brian Bookey, SLS EC Ag Caucus
member, Pres. National Food
Kit Crump, SnoCo Stillaguamish Basin
coordinator
Jessica Hamill, Ecology, FbD contract
officer
Erik Stockdale, SnoCo Special Projects
Coordinator
Kit Rawson, Tulalip, consultant on Lower
Sky Confluence Project, French Creek
Loren Brokaw, WDFW project manager
for Leque Island
Heather Cole, TNC area coordinator
Dan Calvert, PSP area coordinator
Robin Fay, PCC Farmland Trust, project
manager for prioritization tool
Doug Hennick, Wild Fish Conservancy
Kirt Hanson, SnoCo SWM project
manager
Kye Iris, WDFW real estate specialist
Lindsay Desmul, WDFW Mill Creek
Paul Cereghino, NOAA, Coordinated
Investment Initiative (by phone)
Sarah Tanuvasa, NRCS Mount Vernon

PURPOSE: SLS Executive Committee met in full session for Stillaguamish project
updates, SLS Farm & Fish Caucus updates, a presentation on the Lower Sky
Confluence / Meadow Wood project and proposed resolution, an update on the
Snohomish Story Map from Chantell Krider, and grant opportunities and letters of
support. There was also an optional brown bag lunch with interested SWC members to
allow for informal discussion between the groups.
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION (10:30-10:40)

a. Review purpose, agenda: SLS co-facilitators opened the meeting with
thanks to the Stillaguamish Tribe for providing the meeting room at their
new Admin Center just south of Angel of the Winds casino.
b. With an ambitious agenda and time-sensitive decisions on letters of
support for Floodplains by Design grant applications for the Lower
Skykomish / Snohomish River and the Stillaguamish Basin, the SLS
Executive Committee moved right into action on key items, with much of
the discussion focused on the Lower Sky Confluence area package, as
many of the participants were unfamiliar with elements of the package,
which has flood and erosion control, newly added habitat and fish
restoration, farmland protection, and ag / equestrian elements.
c. Introductions: Before self introductions, Erik Stockdale was warmly
welcomed by -- Ag Caucus Chair / SLS co-chair Tristan Klesick and
applause by participants -- to the SLS table in his new role as Snohomish
County’s Special Projects Coordination. Erik has been a vital part of the
SLS for over two years as Ecology’s regional wetland and shoreline
programs manager. Now he will be overseeing the County’s participation
in the SLS and other regional efforts, such as Floodplains by Design and
the Coordinated Investment Initiative, and other special projects that cut
across jurisdictional lines.
Presenters were also introduced and welcomed, including Robin Fay
(PCC Farmland Trust) to provide an update on the status and launch of
the Farmland Protection Prioritization Tool; Chantell Krider, to update the
SLS EC on the Snohomish Story Map project; Loren Brokaw, WDFW’s
project manager for the Leque Island project; and Pat Stevenson,
representing the Stillaguamish Tribe and Shawn Yanity who was out of
town, and who was our host at the Stillaguamish Tribe’s new Admin
Center and presenter of the Stillaguamish package of FbD projects.
2. LOWER STILLAGUAMISH PROJECT UPDATES (10:40-10:55)
First up was the Lower Stillaguamish package of projects, which includes
seven elements in all (see table below). Pat Stevenson of the Stillaguamish
Tribe is the contract manager to Ecology for the Lower Stilly package and
provided an overview. After some discussion, it was determined that the SLS
would provide an overall letter of support for the package, as well as an
individual letter for the Leque Island project since, in addition to the
Floodplains by Design (FbD) grant application, WDFW and Leque Island
restoration project partners are pursuing funding from other sources. Much of
the Stilly package discussion focused on Leque, the Tribe’s Zis-a-ba
(Matterand Lobe) project, and Stanwood’s Irvine Slough project and Johnson
Farm acquisition, outlined below.

Floodplains by Design 2017-2019 – Stillaguamish Fish, Farm, and Flood Management Project
Phase II Proposal
Project
A. Stanwood
Stormwater
Separation
and Floodplain
Preservation

Proposed
Amount
$ 504,000
(design)
$ 1.6 million
(acquisition)

Match
City of
Stanwood has
20% match in
place.

B. Zis a ba
Tidal
Restoration

$ 500,000

ESRP, SRFB
match
proposed.

C. Ellingsen
Property Dike
Setback
D. Gold Basin
Habitat
Restoration

None
proposed
$ 1.5 million

Will fund all
construction
costs.

E. Diking and
Drainage
Improvement
for DD7
F. Anaerobic
Digester and
Floodplain
System
Infrastructure

$ 1.5 million

Will fund all
construction
costs.

$ 1.5 million

G. Leque
Island Tidal
Restoration

$ 2 million

Other sources
of funding for
project
completion and
match will be
assessed.
Other funds will
be leveraged to
fund total
construction
costs and
match.

H. South
Slough
Reconnection

$ 450,000

Total
Request

$9,554,000
million

NEP match
proposed.

Project
Task
Design and
Acquisition

Project Outcomes

Design new stormwater conveyance
system to improve flood protection and
reduce flood risk to the City of Stanwood.
Floodplain property acquisition for
agricultural use preservation, flood
storage, ecological function and public
access for recreation.
Phased
Reconnect approximately 100 acres of
Construction diked farmland to tidal influence within
the Stillaguamish estuary to benefit ESA
listed salmonid species. Additional flood
storage and flood risk benefit.

Construction Improve water quality and fish habitat
within the South Fork Stillaguamish.
Indirect benefit of decreased sediment
deposition during flood events to
downstream properties.
Construction Dike rehabilitation to provide on-going
flood protection to highly productive
agricultural lands and the City of
Stanwood.
Phased
Digester provides a way for local farmers
Construction to process and enhance nutrients safely
to reduce fecal coliform contamination
within the floodplain and providing
renewable energy sources and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.
Phased
Removal of perimeter levees to restore
Construction approximately 250-acres of estuary
habitat within the Stillaguamish River
delta to benefit ESA listed salmonid
species, waterfowl, and shorebirds.
Additional outcomes will be flood storage
benefit and public recreational
opportunities.
Modelling
Design deliverables will include plans for
and final
reconnection of historic side channel on
design
the Mainstem Stillaguamish River to
benefit ESA listed salmon species and
provide flood management benefits.

a. Leque Island: WDFW’s Loren Brokaw and SLS EC member, C.K. Eidem,
on behalf of WDFW project partner Ducks Unlimited, summarized the
Leque Island restoration project. Loren noted recent storms have
breached the old, vulnerable dikes on Leque in two places. WDFW is

currently pursuing permits and funding to repair the dikes. See Leque
Island project map and funding strategy below. The SLS Executive
Committee agreed to support a Leque Island project as part of a broader,
net gain Stillaguamish FbD letter. In addition to important intertidal habitat
restoration, the Leque project will provide flood storage, faster release of
flood waters, and recreation / access opportunities.

b. Zis-a-ba Tidal Restoration Project (Stillaguamish Tribe)
The Zis-a-ba project will reconnect approximately 100 acres of diked
farmland to tidal influence within the Stillaguamish estuary at the mouth of
the Old Channel to benefit ESA listed salmonid species, increase flood
storage, and improve the release of flood waters for agricultural,
community, and fish benefit. Pat Stevenson announced a $2 million
saving for the project due to ability to reuse fill from dike deconstruction
and retention of more dike (due to subsidence of fields).
c. Irvine Slough & Johnson Farm Acquisition (City of Stanwood): The
purpose of the Irvine Slough is to design a new stormwater conveyance
system to improve flood protection and reduce flood risk to the City of
Stanwood. The Johnson Farm acquisition improves floodplain storage,
provides farmland preservation, ecological function, habitat for
Snowgeese, and public access for recreation. Deborah Knight, Stanwood
City administrator, has provided several briefings for the SLS on the
project and farm acquisition.
3. FARM & FISH CAUCUS UPDATES (10:55-11:10)
a. Ag Strategy and Engagement Effort, August 16th Dinner: Monte Marti,
Tristan Klesick, and other SLS and Ag Board participants have been
cultivating a rapport with the Snohomish County Farm Bureau, which until

recently, has not appeared to be interested in farm-fish-flood control
collaboration. Monte announced that the SCFB is hosting a dinner August
16th at the Swan Trail Farm on Ebey Island to improve the conversation
with other users of floodplains and estuaries.
b. Resource Lands Protection concept & strategy, PCC FLT update:
Robin Fay provided an update of the PCC Farmland Trust’s Snohomish
Farmland Prioritization tool. The project is now funded, thanks to Paul
Cereghino and outreach to NOAA and National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation (NFWF) and will be launched in July.
4. LOWER SKY CONFLUENCE / MEADOW WOOD PROJECT (11:10-11:30)
a. Project overview and phasing: The Lower Skykomish & Snohomish
River Reach-Scale Projects Pipeline proposal for the 2017-2019
Floodplains by Design funding includes flood storage and damage
reduction (flood fencing / riparian), and river channel improvements; in
addition, the package also includes protection / restoration and creation of
new habitat on 100 acres of donated land that includes off channel fish
spawning and rearing areas and refugia during high-flow and also low-flow
/ high temperature periods, bank erosion control, potential farmland
protection, and ag / equestrian economic development. See Lower Sky
Confluence map below:

b. Proposal for SLS Letter of Support: After an extended briefing on
project elements, some of which was relatively new to SLS participants,
and much discussion, the SLS Executive Committee agreed to support the
project package with a letter of support, including some changes
emphasizing that in addition to the Phase 1 and 2 channel projects that
have been in the works for a decade, newer elements and design of the
100-acre restoration in the Confluence area. See revised letter of support
in Appendix.
5. SNOHOMISH STORY MAY (CHANTELL KRIDER) (11:30-11:40)
a. Story map update and overview: Due to the extended time devoted to
the the Lower Sky confluence area package and other agenda items, EC
participants were encouraged to stay for the brown bag lunch period
where Chantell ran through the updated and amplified Snohomish Story
Map. She has received additional funding for the project from the ESRP
program to include additional feedback from SLS and other interviewees
for the project. All SLS participants were encouraged to go online and
review the Story Map and make comments and recommendations to
Chantell. See the Story Map at http://arcg.is/1OPbtsd
b. Recommendations and next steps: review Story Map and provide
comments and any proposed revisions to Chantell Krider
at chantell.krider@gmail.com
6. FUNDING UPDATES AND LETTERS OF SUPPORT (11:40-11:55)
a. Floodplains by Design and letters of support: The SLS Executive
Committee agreed to letters of support for both the Stillaguamish and
Snohomish Basins. See both letters of support in Appendix, signed by cochairs Terry Williams and Tristan Klesick.
b. NOAA Resilience Grant opportunity: Heather Cole and Monte Marti
noted the award of a Community Based Grant for Snohomish / SLS
partners. Paul Cereghino said the next round of the NOS Resilience
Grants must receive applications by the end of July to be eligible for this
funding.
7. WRAP UP, ADJOURN (11:55-Noon)
8. BROWN BAG LUNCH with interested SWC members (Noon-12:45)
Chantell Krider provided an overview of the Snohomish Story Map during the
lunch period, which included several Forum members.

APPENDIX: STILLAGUAMISH, SNOHOMISH LETTERS OF SUPPORT

