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Title VI and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information:
It is Snohomish County’s policy to assure that no person shall on the grounds of race, color,
national origin, or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, be
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise be discriminated against
under any county sponsored program or activity. For questions regarding Snohomish County
Public Works’ Title VI Program, or for interpreter or translation services for non-English speakers, or otherwise making materials available in an alternate format, contact the Department
Title VI Coordinator via email at spw-titlevi@snoco.org or phone 425-388-6660. Hearing/speech
impaired may call 711.
PW.1.1.R.0217
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Información sobre el Titulo VI y sobre la Ley de Americanos con Discapacidades (ADA
por sus siglas en inglés): Es la política del Condado de Snohomish asegurar que ninguna
persona sea excluida de participar, se le nieguen beneficios o se le discrimine de alguna
otra manera en cualquier programa o actividad patrocinada por el Condado de
Snohomish en razón de raza, color, país de origen o género, conforme al Título VI de la
Enmienda a la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964. Comuníquese con el Department Title VI
Coordinator (Coordinador del Título VI del Departamento) al correo electrónico
spw-titlevi@snoco.org, o al teléfono 425-388-6660 si tiene preguntas referentes al
Snohomish County Public Works’ Title VI Program (Programa del Título VI de Obras
Publicas del Condado de Snohomish), o para servicios de interpretación o traducción para
los no angloparlantes, o para pedir que los materiales se hagan disponibles en un formato
alternativo. Los que tienen necesidades comunicativas especiales pueden llamar al 711.
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Message from the Director
Snohomish County is the second fastest growing county in the state according to the Office of
Financial Management. Unincorporated areas of the county made up 57 percent of this growth
from 2015-2016. With this rapid growth, Public Works must keep pace to continue its goals of
providing sustainable infrastructure and services to the residents of unincorporated Snohomish
County.
To accomplish this, the Public Works staff strategically plans six years into the future to ensure
potential growth is accounted for within the county’s projects and programs. As we plan for future
residents, we strive to continue providing improved safety and needed infrastructure that will be
effective for years to come with proper maintenance. Additionally, partnerships with other county
departments, non-government organizations, cities, the state, federal, tribal and local agencies are
important because they enable us to pool our resources and work collaboratively for the region. Together, these approaches help us efficiently utilize funds and stretch our resources.
Taking all of this into consideration, 2016 was an exciting year. The department continued
working on Puget Sound Initiative programs, completed the Nearshore Restoration Project,
processed 484.8K tons of garbage from county residents and businesses, constructed the new
Locust Way bridge, and much more. Furthermore, we welcomed two new division directors and
numerous new staff members to work on various projects while continually focusing on providing
strong customer service to our residents.
We hope you find this annual report interesting and helpful as it summarizes the projects, services,
and accomplishments that were provided by Public Works in 2016.

Steve E. Thomsen, P.E.
Snohomish County
Public Works Director
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Partnership

Public Works strives to develop new partnerships and foster ongoing
relationships with cities, the state, the federal government, tribes,
non-governmental organizations, and volunteer organizations in
schools and universities. Together, we are more effective in enriching
and maintaining the quality of life within Snohomish County.
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2016 Shellfish Dinner in Stanwood

OVERVIEW

Overview

Snohomish County Public Works

About Public Works

Steve Thomsen, P.E., Director
Owen Carter, P.E., Deputy Director/County Engineer
Bobann Fogard, P.E., Interim County Engineer (Retired)

Public Works is the largest department in the
Snohomish County government with 607 employees
in 2016. This includes 139 new full-time hires that
were made during the year. In addition to its fulltime employees, Public Works employed:
• 26 temporary employees
• 130 seasonal employees
• 13 interns
• 6 supported employees
During the year, Public Works also welcomed two
new directors to its management team. Will Hall
became the director of the Surface Water
Management Division in February, and
Doug McCormick, P.E., was appointed as the
director of Transportation and Environmental
Services in November.

Engineering
Services

Road
Maintenance

Janice Fahning, P.E.
Director

Steve Flude, P.E.
Director

111

169
Administrative
Operations

Transportation &
Environmental
Services
Doug McCormick, P.E.
Director

Scott Camp
Manager

37

71

Surface Water
Management
Will Hall
Director

94
Solid Waste
Matt Zybas
Director

125

Full-time employees

Public Works is divided into five divisions, with administrative operations supporting all of them.
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FINANCE

Road Funds

$

Finance
Funding
Public Works is primarily funded by residents’ taxes
and service charges, which is separate from the
Snohomish County General Fund. In addition to
these set budgets, the department also actively
seeks funding through federal, state, and local
grants. These additional funding sources are vital
to leveraging tax payer dollars and service charges
in order to complete projects and continue
necessary programs.

{

{

KNOW?

For the average Snohomish County
household with a property value of
$300,000, approximately $450 of
their property tax goes towards
Public Works’ road maintenance
and project construction.
Public Works received 181 public record
requests in 2016, which took approximately 3,150 hours to complete.

4
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2016 Road Fund
EXPENDITURE BUDGET ($109M)

2016 Road Fund
REVENUE BUDGET ($98M)

10%

60%

With set annual budgets and utilization of grants,
the department believes its long-term financial
outlook is sustainable and able to keep up with
the growth of the community.

Did You

Funding for road work and services is provided by the Snohomish County Road Fund.
It funds road construction, planning, maintenance, and operations of the unincorporated road network. The county Road Fund is a property tax levy of $1.52 per $1,000
(2016 rate) of assessed valuation on unincorporated property. Gas taxes also contribute to the roads team’s funding. Washington State counties receive a share equal to
approximately 5.96 cents per gallon, of which 6.4% is then allocated to Snohomish
County (less than half a penny per gallon).

SWM Funds

$

10%

9%
5%
6%

Reimbursables
Gas Tax
Grants
Mitigation + Brightwater
Other
Property Tax

Admin.
Operations

23%

Engineering
Services

TES

12%
Road
Maint.

32%

33%

In addition to the 2016 Road Fund revenue, Public Works utilized prior
year revenue reserves built from budget management to continue its
progress on all programs and projects. The reserves are not included in
the “2016 Road Fund Revenue Budget” chart.

Surface Water Management (SWM) programs and projects receive funding from
SWM services charges, federal and state grants, and real estate excise taxes (REET).
The service charge is collected with the annual property taxes paid by property owners
in most unincorporated areas of the county. The amount of the service charge is set by
the Snohomish County Council. SWM service charges are higher in the Urban Growth
Areas (UGAs) of unincorporated Snohomish County compared to the non-UGA areas.
This is because more drainage projects are needed in UGA areas versus rural areas.

Solid Waste Funds

$

Funding for Solid Waste is primarily generated from facility customer fees and sale
of recyclables.

FINANCE

2016 Total Public Works Budget

Project Highlights

(Approximately $213M)

17%

52%

SURFACE
WATER

ROADS

5

projects in progress
($17.6M bid total)

13

29%
SOLID
WASTE

sent to bid for
construction

11

completed

3

projects in progress

3

sent to bid for
construction

1

project in progress

1

completed

2

completed

$12M

spent on projects
completed 2015-2016

2%

MITIGATION

Active Grants

Grants Awarded

4

5

26

29

2

$141K

11

$3.2M

$5M billed

$9.6M billed

$695K billed

ROADS

SURFACE WATER

ROADS

SURFACE WATER

SOLID WASTE
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Safety

Public Works focuses on protecting and improving the safety of its
residents and the environment by building and maintaining county
roads, bridges, and drainage facilities; protecting and improving
natural water sources and fish habitat; and by properly overseeing
the recycling and disposal of solid waste.
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Pedestrian Rectangular Rapid
Flash Beacon (RRFB) on 35th Avenue SE
near Tambark Creek Park in the Mill Creek area

ROADS

Annual Paving Program

Roads
The ability for the public to travel on the roads
within Snohomish County is the responsibility of
the Public Works Department. Within the department is the roads team, which manages more than
200 bridges and an estimated 1,650 miles of
roadway throughout the county.

It takes a diverse team of professionals to oversee
the development, operation, and maintenance of
the transportation infrastructure system in unincorporated Snohomish County. The roads team involves
staff from three Public Works divisions:

This team focuses on:

• Transportation and Environmental Services (TES)

• Providing motorists, bikers, and pedestrians reasonable, reliable access and mobility in using roads
throughout unincorporated Snohomish County

— Environmental, long-range planning, traffic,
and funding
• Engineering Services (ES)
— Design and construction management
• Road Maintenance (RM)
— Maintenance and construction

• Overseeing all motorized and non-motorized
methods of transportation such as roadways,
bridges, bike lanes, traffic signals, culverts, and
more

• Ensuring optimal traffic flow and safety conditions
are provided on county roads
• Continuing the environmental stewardship and
sustainability of the roads team work
• Maintaining year-round transportation infrastructure maintenance and management activities
• Prioritizing public involvement to achieve
community-focused solutions

7
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ROADS

Photo

Facilities and Employees

Funding

The team has three primary locations with
351 employees at the facilities.

Funding for road work and services is provided
by the Snohomish County Road Fund. It funds
road construction, planning, maintenance, and
operations of the unincorporated road network.
The county Road Fund is a property tax levy
of $1.52 per $1,000 (2016 rate) of assessed
valuation on unincorporated property. Gas taxes
also contribute to the roads team’s funding.
Washington State counties receive a share
equal to approximately 5.96 cents per gallon,
of which 6.4% is then allocated to Snohomish
County (less than half a penny per gallon).

The diverse skills and experience among the
roads team include:
• 42 engineers
• 58 technicians
• 16 property and right-of-way specialists
• 15 planners and coordinators

Services
The roads team is responsible for the operation,
maintenance, preservation and construction of:

• 4 geographic information system (GIS)
specialists
• 7 public outreach and communications staff

• Roads and bridges

• 15 traffic and transportation specialists

• Sidewalks, crosswalks, and bike lanes

• 143 road maintenance workers

• Traffic control assets including intersection signals,
roundabouts, and signage

• 51 management and support staff

• Catch basins and stormwater detention facilities

Operations Center Locations

Services include:

While the county collects tax revenue, it also
actively seeks funding through federal, state,
and local grants. These additional funding
sources are vital to leveraging tax payer
dollars, helping Public Works accomplish as
many projects as possible, and reduce the
county’s financial contributions.
For more information regarding road project
funding, view the annual report’s Finance
section.

• Vegetation control, snowplow, sweeping, and
sanding services
• Chip sealing and pothole repair
• Geotechnical services
• Survey and mapping of county areas
• Environmental permitting and mitigation monitoring
• Stormdrain, detention, and catch basin maintenance
• Federal, state, and local grant applications
• Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance
of pedestrian facilities
• Adopt-A-Road program

8
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Snohomish County Main Campus: The main campus
in Everett is home to design, engineering, traffic
management, public involvement, planning, permitting, and environmental staff.
Operations Centers: Two additional operations
centers are located in Arlington and Cathcart. These
facilities house Road Maintenance and some traffic
operations staff and equipment.

{Did You{
KNOW?

On average, it costs approximately
$600 per foot or $3.2 million per mile
to build a sidewalk.

{

ROADS

KNOW?

As part of the Centennial Trail South project that Public Works
is designing in partnership with the Parks Department, this
rail line and adjoining property was acquired.

New LED streetlights will help reduce carbon footprints
because of low energy use and manufacturing impacts.

2016 Accomplishments

9
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Did You

Centennial Trail South: The acquisition of a rail
line and the adjoining property, called Centennial
Trail South, was officially completed in 2016 by
the Snohomish County Parks Department. This
extended 12 mile rail-with-trail corridor, which
is being designed in partnership with Public
Works, will eventually complete the regional
Centennial Trail through Snohomish County,
from Skagit County to King County, and will also
connect to the King County trail system further
south. The new section will accommodate both
pedestrian and bicycle usage.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Self-Evaluation Study: The ADA Compliance
Team completed its draft self-evaluation study.
As part of the study, Public Works requested
public feedback. The community outreach
included an online public meeting, two focus
groups (one for individuals with disabilities and
the second for those who do not identify themselves as having a disability), an ADA accessible
survey, and a traditional public meeting. More
than 100 individuals from across the county
responded to the online survey.

Jackson Gulch Road: The Stillaguamish Valley
road near the Stanwood-Camano fairgrounds
was severely damaged by winter flooding in
2015. The geotechnical engineers developed a
road design for the steep damaged areas. This
included stabilizing the embankment road for
future use. Construction was completed on the
Jackson Gulch Road in May 2016, and it has
been returned to a two-way traffic roadway.

LED Streetlight Grant: Public Works received a
grant from the Washington State Department of
Commerce for $65K and a $90K incentive grant
from Snohomish County Public Utilities District
to replace approximately 400 LED streetlights.
The funds were used to retrofit street lighting
within unincorporated Snohomish County. The
new lights are estimated to save approximately
$33K annually in energy costs. They will also
require less maintenance and provide distributed
lighting to reduce dark spots along the roadway.
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Noxious weeds are a problem throughout
the State of Washington. These exotic
species not only reduce crop yields and
destroy native plant and animal habitat,
but they can also damage recreational
opportunities, clog waterways, reduce
land values, and poison humans and
livestock. The Noxious Weeds team
continually educates the public about
this culprit at public events, as well as,
providing information on their website.
This includes a full list of noxious weeds
to help residents identify and control
these species.

For more information about roads,
visit the Roads Central webpage.

ROADS

Improving Our Roads

250

CURB RAMPS

added to county
roads

15

PROJECTS

designed and advertised for construction

Partnership Connections
Interactions with and feedback from the community are
imperative to keeping Snohomish County functioning.
• 16 OPEN HOUSES, ONLINE MEETINGS, CLASSES AND
DEMONSTRATIONS held, reaching more than 3,600 people
• 24-HOUR CUSTOMER SERVICE provided for signal
malfunction, dark lights, and emergency operations
• More than 450 SERVICE REQUESTS submitted and
completed by Road Maintenance

6
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WALKWAY PROJECTS, connecting

almost 2 miles of existing walkways

SPOTLIGHT

Locust Way Bridge Replacement
In 2016, a new bridge was built to replace
the aging Locust Way bridge (Swamp Creek
Bridge 504). Originally built in 1935 and most
recently rebuilt in 1988, the old structure did
not meet current bridge standards. One issue
was the bridge’s wood pile foundation was
below the ordinary high water mark which can
lead to quicker deterioration of the structure.
Additionally, wood and debris would regularly
snag on the pier requiring Road Maintenance
crews to frequently provide cleanup services
before any additional bridge damage occurred.
To bring the bridge up to code, the
replacement project included raising the
bridge to three feet above the 100 year
flood elevation. New foundation was also

10

• 630 RESIDENTS’ PUBLIC COMMENTS, EMAILS OR SURVEYS
received on various road projects
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placed outside of the existing creek channel to
prevent debris from catching under the bridge,
thereby reducing the time and cost of Road
Maintenance crew visits. Improvements to
the new bridge included adding guardrails, bike
lanes, and sidewalks. All of these modifications
resulted in the new bridge structure being almost
doubled in both length and width and several
feet higher than the old bridge.
With these improvements, pedestrians, bicyclists,
and motorists have their own designated areas to
travel, increasing safety and visibility of all users.
Meanwhile, Swamp Creek benefited from habitat
enhancements for salmon. Additionally, the
project improved water quality with bioswales
treating stormwater runoff and a new wetland

mitigation site. Bioswales are landscape elements
designed to concentrate or remove silt and pollution
from surface runoff water.
The improved bridge opened in December 2016. For
more information, visit the project webpage.

ROADS

{

v

7

{

DRAINAGE
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Did You

KNOW?

completed to
help resolve flooding

The Public Works roads team is a member
of an interlocal agreement with
14 cities focused on preserving roads
around the county through Public Works’
annual paving program. This agreement
helps purchase bulk supplies such as
asphalt at reduced prices and lowers
contractor fees.

28

MITIGATION SITES

monitored by the
environmental group
(Totaling 26 acres)

16,570

CATCH BASINS

inspected and treated

Helping You With Your Commute and in Your Neighborhoods

4

151

UPGRADES

INSPECTIONS

to pedestrian
signals or
beacons

11

on county and
city bridges

200

TONS

of sand/salt mix
applied to roads
during inclement
weather
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68

MILES

of maintenance
paving and chip
sealing

7,388

MILES

of road
cleaned and
swept

6,631

MILES

of brush cutting
and mowing
along county
roads

SPOTLIGHT

Snohomish County Wins Paving Award
For the second consecutive year, Snohomish
County Public Works was recognized by the
Washington Asphalt Pavement Association
(WAPA) and the Washington Association of
County Engineers (WSACE) with the “Best
County Paving Award – Western Washington.”
The award was presented for the Snohomish
County Rural Roads Preservation – Woods Creek
Road project from South Lake Roesiger Road to
Bollenbaugh Hill Road, north of Monroe. The
award also recognized Watson Asphalt Paving
Co., Inc. which performed the work.
The Paving Program’s goal is to preserve pavement while it is still in fair condition to maintain
an appropriate level of safety, minimize damage
caused by water, and preserve the roadway
investment in the most cost efficient manner.
The roads team’s long term planning staff review
and rate major roadways in the county every
two years to ensure they remain in good
condition. This is an important part of keeping
our transportation system healthy.

Puget Sound
Initiative
Public Works continually supports the Puget Sound Initiative
which focuses on improving water quality, and maintaining
and enhancing fish habitat. Efforts such as the department’s
low impact development designs to manage stormwater that
travels into surrounding area waters, and through its multiple
Surface Water Management projects and programs, help improve
water quality for residents and the environment.

Smith Island, north of Everett

12
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SWM

Lake Ki in the Lakewood area

Surface Water Management
The Surface Water Management (SWM) division
operates a variety of programs and services to
reduce road and property flooding, and preserve
and improve the health of Snohomish County’s
water resources. Its focus areas include:
• Stormwater drainage systems
• Clean water in rivers, streams, and lakes
• Habitat for fish and aquatic wildlife
• River flooding and erosion

Services

Funding

Within the four focus areas, SWM provides many
services including:

SWM programs and projects receive funding
from SWM services charges, federal and state
grants, and real estate excise taxes (REET). The
service charge is collected with the annual property
taxes paid by property owners in most unincorporated areas of the county. The amount of the
service charge is set by the Snohomish County
Council. SWM service charges are higher in the
Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) of unincorporated
Snohomish County compared to the non-UGA
areas. This is because more drainage projects are
needed in UGA areas versus rural areas.

• Inspecting and maintaining drainage assets
• Investigating water quality and drainage complaints
• Providing technical advice to reduce flood risk and
improve habitat
• Maintaining county-owned levees and dikes
• Monitoring water quality of lakes, streams, and rivers
• Inspecting businesses for pollution potential
• Studying river conditions and monitoring flow
• Managing habitat and fish passage improvement
projects
• Educating residents about how to be good stewards
of the environment

13
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SWM

By utilizing grant funding,
the division is able to stretch
dollars generated by SWM
service charges to make
progress on projects that
otherwise wouldn’t have
enough funding.
For more information regarding SWM project and
program funding, view the annual report’s Finance
section.

Employees
This division employs 94 people and has a variety
of experts including:
• 17 engineers
• 19 engineer technicians
• 13 biologists, water quality specialists, and habitat
specialists
• 21 planners and project specialists
• 4 geographic information system (GIS) specialists

{

{

Did You

KNOW?

Snohomish County is participating in
the Sustainable Lands Strategy, a
regionally acknowledged coalition.
It is a collaborative effort between fish,
farm, and flood management advocates
within the region to develop projects
that benefit all three interests.

• 20 management and support staff

v

SPOTLIGHT

Nearshore Restoration Project
In the early 1800s, railroad construction
and bulkheads along the shoreline began
disrupting natural beach and habitat formation processes that resulted in shoreline and
beach decline. Extensive loss of beach habitat
including suitable sand and gravel impact
both salmon and forage fish. Forage fish
need sand and gravel to spawn while juvenile
salmon rely on shallow water areas to avoid
predators. Without this type of habitat, the
food source for orcas, seals, birds, and other
marine organisms deteriorate.

14
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To combat this problem, Snohomish County and
its partners began looking at solutions in 2011.
From this, the Nearshore Restoration Project was
born. The goal was to improve shore habitat at
four locations along a 4.5 mile stretch of shoreline
blocked off by the railroad between Mukilteo and
Everett. These locations included restoration at
Howarth Park and beach nourishment at three
sites at the outlets of Powdermill Gulch, Narbeck,
and Glenwood Creeks.
In 2016, 18,000 cubic yards of sand dredged
from the Snohomish River was placed at the four
locations. Over time, the sand will naturally be
distributed along the shoreline.

In addition to fish habitat, this project has given
the community increased beach area to enjoy. At
Howarth Park, the beach has been increased by more
than 120 feet from the pedestrian tower. Construction
for this project was completed in the fall of 2016.

{

{

SWM

Did You

KNOW?

The PIC Program helped community members in the Lower
Stillaguamish River Basin correct sources of bacterial
pollution, including commercial horse stable waste storage.

Restoration of Smith Island included creating a new dike to
support salmon habitat.

2016 Accomplishments
Smith Island: The first year of a three year
habitat restoration project was completed on
Smith Island, near Everett. This multi-million
dollar project will re-establish 300 acres of
tidal marshland. This is important as habitat
for threatened Chinook salmon and other
salmon species and various other fish and
wildlife species.
Pollution Identification and Correction (PIC)
Program: The Lower Stillaguamish River PIC
Program was completed in 2016. This threeyear grant-funded program identified and
corrected sources of bacterial pollution to help
protect water quality for commercial shellfish
growing areas, as well as recreational water
uses in South Skagit Bay, Port Susan, and the
Stillaguamish River.

Ecosystem Recovery Plan: The SnohomishStillaguamish Local Integrating Organization’s
(LIO) draft 5-year plan was completed by SWM
in 2016. The plan guides Puget Sound recovery
efforts in the Snohomish and Stillaguamish River
basins. The collaborative plan was completed
under the guidance of Puget Sound Partnership
and with input from LIO stakeholders, partner
agencies, and tribes.

The Snohomish River Watershed is one
of four watersheds in the nation designated as a “Resilient Lands and Waters”
area by the White House Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ),
Department of Interior, Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). This designation recognizes communities for their
efforts to conserve and restore important lands and waters, and improves the
resiliency in a changing climate.

Lochsloy Pilchuck Flood Control District:
SWM supported the formation of the flood
control district in partnership with a local
homeowners association. Staff wrote the
Engineer’s Report, worked with the association
to determine a method of assessment, and
drafted the formation ordinance.

For more information, visit
the SWM webpage.

15

PUBLIC WORKS ANNUAL REPORT | 2016

SWM

Education and Outreach

362

HOUSEHOLDS

attended septic care
or natural lawn care
workshops

Water Quality
PROTECTION

324

616

101

• 324 DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS completed
• 616 POLLUTION CONTROL BUSINESS
INSPECTIONS completed
• 101 WATER QUALITY COMPLAINTS
investigated

27

728

1,037

became LakeWise
certified

volunteered by
60 lakeside residents
to monitor the quality
of water in lakes

spent by Marine
Resources Committee
volunteers towards
marine conservation

PROPERTIES

HOURS

Habitat

IMPROVEMENTS

14,000

HOURS

Flood

PREVENTION

1,540

• 14,000 NATIVE PLANTS installed adjacent to
bodies of water to improve habitat

• 7 DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
completed to resolve road and property flooding

• 1,540 SEMI-TRUCK LOADS OF SAND distributed
along the shoreline between Everett and
Mukilteo for habitat restoration

• 1,346 POLICYHOLDERS received a 25% discount
on annual flood insurance premiums because of
SWM’s participation in the Community Rating
System (CRS) Program
• $384 AVERAGE SAVING for policyholders in
annual flood insurance premiums

16
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Customer Service
Public Works strives to provide a strong customer service experience
through transparency, accessibility, and timely responses and actions.

North County Recycling and Transfer Station in the Arlington area

17
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SOLID WASTE

Airport Road Recycling and Transfer Station in south Everett

Garbage & Recycling
The Solid Waste division oversees the disposal of garbage, hazardous materials, and recycling throughout
Snohomish County (unincorporated and incorporated)
via its facilities and programs. With three full-service
facilities and an additional four neighborhood and
special items facilities, the division is focused on:

Services

Funding

The division works with multiple programs to
promote the reuse and recycling of items to minimize
the amount of garbage from Snohomish County that
ends up in landfills. A few of the programs that Solid
Waste participates in include:

• Reducing overall waste from Snohomish County

• Environmental Cleanup Team (ECUP) –
Junk Vehicle and Boat/RV Disposal Program

Funding for Solid Waste is generated from facility
customer fees, sale of recyclables, and two grants.
The division operated on a $61 million annual
budget with approximately $700,000 billed to
grants. For more information regarding solid waste
funding, view the annual report’s Finance section.

• Promoting and emphasizing the reuse of items and
recycling
• Handling household hazardous waste
• Providing garbage and recycling facilities for county
residents
• Transferring garbage to the landfill or partnering
with private vendors to handle recycled items

18
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• Household hazardous waste management
• Commercial business recycling
Note: Snohomish County Public Works is not
responsible for curbside pickup of garbage and
recycling.

For more information, visit the
Solid Waste webpage.

SOLID WASTE

Solid Waste Facilities

What is a Transfer Station?
Transfer stations, not to be confused with landfills,
allow Solid Waste to safely and efficiently manage
the large amount of garbage generated throughout the county.
Garbage received from curbside collection companies, small businesses, and self-haul residential
customers is consolidated into bales by large
compactors at a transfer station. The bales are
then loaded into containers for rail shipment out
of the county for disposal.

Facilities and Employees
The division manages three transfer stations, three
drop boxes and a household hazardous waste facility
with the help of 125 full-time staff.
• 68 facility operators, site attendants, laborers, and
cashiers
• 20 equipment operators and drivers
• 11 planners, project specialists, and environmental
program staff
• 12 technicians
• 14 management and support staff
71% of the Solid Waste staff work at a transfer station
or drop box location, assisting customers and helping
them stay safe while using the facility.

19
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Did You
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Since 1992, garbage collected at county transfer
stations and drop boxes is sent to Roosevelt
Regional Landfill in Klickitat County via the
Regional Disposal Company (RDC) rail line. The
decision to use “waste-by-rail” was made after it
was found that shipping garbage by rail uses less
fuel per ton-mile than trucking, and emits fewer
greenhouse gases per ton. This makes it a more
reliable and environmentally-sound method. It is
also less expensive than incineration.
The Roosevelt Regional Landfill is managed by
Republic Services. For more information on
the landfill and how it manages leachate and
methane gas, visit Republic Services’ website.
Recycling and green waste is collected at the
transfer stations and managed by private vendors
contracted by Solid Waste.

678K

CUSTOMERS
served

KNOW?

During peak operating days, the three
transfer stations process approximately
1,800 tons of garbage and recycling.
47% of the waste
generated in
Snohomish
County is recycled
or composted
(includes county
facilities and private
vendor quantities).

$25M

Spent transferring
garbage to landfill

{

{

Did You

KNOW?

Methane gas produced at the Roosevelt
Landfill is used to create 10 megawatts
of electrical power, which can power
approximately 8,000 homes.

SOLID WASTE

What is a Drop Box?
A drop box refers to a smaller neighborhood
garbage and recycling drop-off location. Solid
Waste manages three of these facilities, which are
located in the Lake Roesiger area, Granite Falls,
and Sultan. These facilities have more garbage
and recycling restrictions, and limited hours of
operation than transfer stations.
Once drop boxes are full or at the end of each
day of operation, the garbage is trucked to a
transfer station and then transported to the
landfill. Recycling is managed by private vendors
contracted by Solid Waste.

2016 Accomplishments
Skyview Tracts Clean-up: Solid Waste
worked with the Road Maintenance,
Engineering Services and Surface Water
Management divisions on site remediation of
this flood prone area near Sultan. Together,
more than 792 tons of debris and soil were
removed to clean up this site.
ECUP: The division assisted with the cleanup of approximately 486 illegal dump sites
which resulted in the collection and disposal
of 488 tons of illegally dumped materials.

{

{

Did You

KNOW?

Snohomish County residents can dispose
of certain items for free at the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Drop-off
Station in Everett. Accepted items include
oil-based paints (not latex), cleaners, oils,
batteries, and pesticides. Proper disposal
of HHW prevents pollution from contaminating the environment and keeps
communities healthy. View the full list of
HHW acceptable items online.

HAZARDOUS
MATERIAL
beneficially
reused or
recycled

From homes and businesses to the Roosevelt Landfill,
Snohomish County garbage goes through seven steps.
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SOLID WASTE

The Airport Road Recycling and Transfer
Station is a flat floor facility. Staff use
machinery to push the garbage into
compactors and then it is transferred
to the Roosevelt Regional Landfill.

Customers visiting one of the county’s drop
boxes empty their garbage into a container.

7.7 TONS

RECYCLED MATERIAL
processed at
Snohomish County
facilities

14.5 TONS

GREEN WASTE

processed at
Snohomish County
facilities

v

SPOTLIGHT

North County Recycling and Transfer Station Upgrades
This year, the North County Recycling and
Transfer Station (NCRTS) in Arlington
received a new scale house, scales, and
facility compactors.
The two new scales will reduce time and
money spent on maintenance and repairs.
They are also longer than the previous scales
which provides more accurate weighing of
lengthier vehicles. Additionally, the new scale
house was upgraded to be Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible.
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The new compactor is able to handle larger
volumes of waste and achieve greater bale
weight averages to meet increased demands.
This is also equipped with energy-saving
features that produce significant annual
savings in electricity.
This is the first major update to the NCRTS
facility in more than 30 years. The improvement was paid for via facility customer fees
and is part of the goal for future expansions.

SOLID WASTE

484.8K
TONS

GARBAGE processed

490

610
TIRES recycled

45
Solid Waste finished the cleanup of Skyview Tracts.
This area will be maintained as open space.

CUSTOMERS

served by the ECUP Team

CARS & TRUCKS

removed from illegal dumpsites

102
PHONE INQUIRIES answered
by the Solid Waste call center
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RVs, BOATS, MOTORHOMES,
TRAVEL TRAILERS & PICKUP
CAMPERS decommissioned

The ECUP Team cleans up a junk vehicle.

Cost
Management

By being cost-conscience, Public Works effectively
manages the road fund, surface water management
service charges and solid waste facility customer fees
on various projects and programs. Public Works regularly
applies for grants for its programs and projects to help
the department stretch its funds, increase the number of
projects, and reduce the time it takes to complete them.
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Shoulder improvements were constructed
on Broadway Avenue in the Snohomish area

RESOURCES

Resources
Visit the Public Works webpage for additional
information on the department. Below is a listing of
contact information and useful resources.

Resident/Customer Service
Roads
• General Information: ROAD@snoco.org or
425-388-ROAD (7623)
• Road Maintenance: Contact.PWRM@snoco.org
or 425-388-7500
— Contact for: pothole repair, sign repair/
replacement, and water over roadway
• Useful resources:
— Roads Central
— Current Public Works roads project list
— Unincorporated Snohomish County roads
updates
— Road closure map
— Traffic signals and street lights comment form
— Snow and ice response
— Adopt-A-Road
— Pedestrian facilities – Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) Compliance

Surface Water Management

Job Opportunities

• General Information: PW.Surface.Water@snoco.org
or 425-388-3464

• General Information: Human Resources –
human.resources@snoco.org or 425-388-3411,
ext. 0

— Contact for: drainage problems, river management and bank erosion, and service charges
• Useful resources:

— Current openings

— Surface Water Management homepage

— Student internship opportunities

— Water quality complaint form or call
425-388-6481
— River flooding
		

o

Flood guide

		

o

Flood status and river levels map

Solid Waste
• General Information: Solid.Waste@snoco.org
or 425-388-3425
• Useful resources:
— Solid Waste homepage
— Facility locations and hours
— Fees
— Waste restrictions
— Household hazardous waste
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— Career information homepage

— 24-hour spill line: 425-649-7000

— Recycling restrictions
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• Useful resources:

