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Purpose of Lower Skykomish River Reach Plan 

“Identify a coordinated set of multi-benefit projects 
that will, 

when completed, 

improve natural functions within the reach 

while generating a net gain for farm, fish, and flood 
management interests.”



Net Gain for Agriculture
• Enhanced agricultural productivity and economic viability
• Flood damage reduction
• Ag resilience plan (climate change)
• Farmland protection & preservation (PDR, TDR)

• Protect large blocks of contiguous ag land 

• Regulatory certainty
• Infrastructure support

Net Gain for Fish/Environment
• Continued progress toward Salmon Plan targets
• Improvements in water quality, habitat 
• Broad based community support for actions

Net Gain for Flood Risk Reduction
• Reduced flood risk for farms, residences and 

infrastructure in the floodplain

What is Net Gain? 





Chapter 2: Conditions in the Lower Skykomish 
River Reach

• Geographic Overview

• Property ownership and land use

• Geomorphic conditions

• Hydrologic and hydraulic conditions and flood profile

• Water quality conditions

Chapter 1: Goals and Background of the Plan



Chapter 3: Farm, fish and flood related 
considerations
3.1 Considerations for Agriculture

3.2 Considerations for Salmon Habitat and Water Quality

3.3 Considerations for Flood Risk Reduction

3.4 Actions and Approaches Beneficial to all Considerations 



Chapter 4: Projects to address farm, fish and flood 
risk reduction

• 4.1 Progress in the Reach

- projects that are completed, in progress, or planned for the reach 
(table 12)

• 4.3 Funding strategies and opportunities. 





SLS Web Map

http://gismaps.snoco.org/slsmaps

http://gismaps.snoco.org/slsmaps


Hydrograph of Snohomish River at Gold Bar



Bank erosion and channel migration photo

Bank prior to 2015-16 
high flows 



Chapter 5: Measuring success 



Chapter 6: Progress Reporting & 
Recommended Next Steps
Identifies efforts (planned or underway) to improve and update the 
plan in the future:

- Lower Sky river hydraulic study (underway)

- Lower Sky Geomorphic Assessment update (data now almost 10 
years old)

- Skykomish River Flood Management Plan (1996 draft not finalized)

- Agricultural Survey Update (USDA update in 2017; data avail. 2018)

- Agriculture Resilience Plan Integration (SCD; underway)

- Funding Strategy 



Source: Shadid et al., 2015, 44. 

- Grant process = high 
transaction costs 

- Funding sources are 
strongly stove-piped

- Need greater funding 
flexibility for multi-
benefit project delivery

Funding Challenges



SLS Website www.snohomishcountywa.gov/SLS 

Web map http://gismaps.snoco.org/slsmaps

• Please take a look at the plan and share your constructive thoughts 

http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/SLS
http://gismaps.snoco.org/slsmaps


SLS Priority Objectives 
1.  Regulatory Efficiency

(a) Streamlined Culvert Replacement Programmatic Permitting Demo   

(b) 5-year Drainage Maintenance Permit Package

2. Reach-scale Plans

(a) Lower Skykomish

(b) Lower Stillaguamish 

(c) Snohomish River & Estuary

3.  Resource Land Protection

- Acquisitions, TDR/PDR

4.  Ag Resilience Plan

(a) Ag Resilience Report

(b) PCC Farmland Trust Prioritization of farmland 

5.  Communications strategy



Chinook redds, river mile 14, Skykomish River
photo courtesy of Brett Gaddis

• Thank you…. 


