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Planting
Bareroot Stock
Bareroot plants are sold without soil around their roots. Only available during winter, they are inexpensive
and easy to plant. The roots must be protected – covered, kept moist, and kept cool yet not freezing
temperatures – until they are planted in the ground.

Steps for Successful Planting

1

Properly Planted

2

3

Clear a 2-foot circle where the
bareroot plant will be planted.
Remove all sod, weeds, mulch
or other material until you get
to bare soil.
Dig a hole as wide and deep as the
roots reach – being sure to allow
them to spread out and not bend.
Set aside the excavated soil for
use in planting the bareroot plant.
Do not mix other materials into
the excavated soil.
Use some of the excavated soil
to create a mound in the middle
of the hole. Position the roots so
they spread down and out along
the sides of the mound.

4

Take care to spread the roots so
they are not clumped or crowded
together. Also, the tips of the roots
should not be turned up (J-rooted).

5

Be sure to plant them no deeper
than where the uppermost root
flares out from the stem. This flare,
or root collar, is the transition from
roots to stem and needs to be even
with the surrounding ground surface.

6

Backfill the hole with the excavated
soil, breaking up any large chunks
of soil. Avoid over compacting soil
around roots.

7

It’s recommended that coarse mulch,
to a depth of 4-6”, be spread around
the root zone of the plant. Take care
to keep mulch away from the trunk
of woody plants.

Common
Planting
Errors to
Avoid
J-Roots

Exposed Root

Buried Stem

Mounded Soil
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Title VI/ADA: Interpreter and translation services for non-English speakers and accommodations for persons with disabilities are available upon request.
Please call 425-388-3464. For questions regarding Public Works’ Title VI Program, contact our Title VI Coordinator via email at spw-titlevi@snoco.org, or
phone 425-388-6660. Hearing/speech impaired call 711.
Si los solicita, hay disponibles servicios de interpretación y traducción para personas que no hablan inglés y adaptaciones para personas con discapacidades.
Llame al 425-388-3464. Si tiene preguntas sobre el Programa de Obras Públicas del Título VI, comuníquese con nuestro Coordinador del Título VI por correo
electrónico a spw-titlevi@snoco.org, o por teléfono al 425-388-6660. Las personas con dificultades auditivas/del habla deben llamar al 711.
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