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Planting
Containerized Plants
Container grown plants have often been growing in the same pot for more than a year, so their root system
is well-developed. The ideal planting season is from October to April when rains are typically abundant and
the plants are dormant. Deep watering for the first two to three summers is will help the plant’s survival and
establishment.

Straight-Forward Steps for Planting Container-Grown Plants

1

Choose where you want your plant to be
placed. Expose bare soil in the planting area
by raking or removing leaves, mulch, sod and
other debris.

2

Dig a hole that is roughly twice as wide and
as deep as the pot. The sides of the hole
should be straight up and down, not angled
toward the middle.

3

Place the pot on its side and apply light
pressure to the sides of the pot while rolling
it around. Trim off roots that are growing out
holes in the bottom or sides.

4

Turn the plant upside down, holding it with
one hand against the top of the soil and the
other holding onto the pot. Gently shake the
plant out. If the pot doesn’t slide off easily,
repeat step 3.

5

Gently tussle the soil to loosen the root ball.
If the root system is dry, stop and water it
well before continuing. Take care to not
expose the root tips for a prolonged period
of time, especially to direct sunlight.

See illustration on back side.

6

Place the plant in the hole The root collar
should be at the same grade as the surrounding
soil surface. Use some of the soil removed
from the hole to adjust the depth of the hole
if needed.

7

Backfill with the soil excavated from the hole.
— Take care to remove any large amounts of
organic material (leaves, twigs, mulch, etc.).
— Using your hands, gently compact the
backfilled soil.
— Don’t compact the soil too much, otherwise
water won’t infiltrate to the roots.
— Final grade of the filled planting hole should
be at the same level as the surrounding
ground.

8

It’s recommended that coarse mulch, to a
depth of 4-6”, be spread around the root zone
of the plant. Take care to keep mulch away
from the trunk of woody plants.

Planting a Container-Grown Tree

Illustration courtesy of The Watershed Company/City of Bellevue.

Title VI/ADA: Interpreter and translation services for non-English speakers and accommodations for persons with disabilities are available upon request.
Please call 425-388-3464. For questions regarding Public Works’ Title VI Program, contact our Title VI Coordinator via email at spw-titlevi@snoco.org, or
phone 425-388-6660. Hearing/speech impaired call 711.
Si los solicita, hay disponibles servicios de interpretación y traducción para personas que no hablan inglés y adaptaciones para personas con discapacidades.
Llame al 425-388-3464. Si tiene preguntas sobre el Programa de Obras Públicas del Título VI, comuníquese con nuestro Coordinador del Título VI por correo
electrónico a spw-titlevi@snoco.org, o por teléfono al 425-388-6660. Las personas con dificultades auditivas/del habla deben llamar al 711.
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