Public Comments

Snohomish County Consortium
2020-2024 Consolidated Plan and Public Housing Authority Plans
Public Hearings — Emailed and Mailed Comments
May 21 through June 7, 2019

Gretchen Easterberg I'am a supporter of all Infrastructure based programs including
Affordable housing, Public Facilities and Services, and Economic
Development programs.

Please let our politicians know that Washington State and other
populations in the United States suffer without all Infrastructure
based programs that include Affordable housing, benefits of all kinds
(including medical), Public Services, and facilities.

Increased Federal funds should be used to provide affordable
housing, which includes both increasing funding for Section 8 voucher
program, and for building more public housing for populations with
low incomes that include the homeless. Increased Federal funds
should also be allocated for non-profit organizations that created and
manage low income housing for the homeless.

Also, all HUD budget cuts must be reversed! | am personally affected
by the recent HUD Section 8 budget cut that will not allow me to move
into a more expensive residence. | have a Section 8 voucher. | am
senior and disabled. | currently live in an old mobile home, which |
own. But it is difficult for me to maintain it due to my very low budget.
It has been my plan to transfer my Section 8 voucher to a particular
Senior housing facility that accepts Section 8 vouchers. | am on a wait
list for this particular public housing facility. But, because the rent will
be higher than | pay now, | will NOT be able to transfer my Section 8
voucher to that facility.

Plus, all of the public housing facilities in Snohomish County, where |
reside, are more expensive than | pay now, because | am responsible
for the maintenance of my current residence.
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So, I know that the recent Section 8 benefit cut w potentially cause
me to be homeless, because | could not pay for a more expensive rent.
And there is a shortage of low income rental situations, in both

private and public housing, in Snohomish County.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Martha Peppones, Homage Senior Services Director of Nutrition

Funding from the local Public Service Programs will support
Homage Senior Services' Meals on Wheels program. Each year,
our staff distribute meals to seniors and people with disabilities
living in our Snohomish County comm unities. For many of our
Meals on Wheels clients, their interactions with our staff during
meal deliveries is often one of the bright spots in their week.
Funding will help us continue this vital program, a program that
helps make it possible for older adults and people with
disabilities to remain independent and living in their own
homes. While there are many food banks and Homage Senior
Services also offers congregate meals at 10 senior centers
throughout Snohomish County, we are the only provider
delivering meals to older adults and people with disab
who are homebound.

Meals on Wheels is an established and well-recognized program
that is highly valued in the community. The program serves all
of Snohomish County, with staff and volunteers driving over
26,000 miles a year. Each week, over 600 deliveries are made
to individual households. Over the past year, the program
delivered 218,837 meals to 150 clients. Of this number, 395
people, or 26% of recipients, were between the ages of 18 - 60
and living with a lifelong disability, nearly double the number of
people with disabilities served in 2017. This data point is critical
when considering Snohomish County CDBG Public Service
Program support for Homage's Meals on Wheels program
because these funds serve all individuals that meet the OAA
eligibility criteria for service except for age. Currently, Homage
has a waiting list for this (under age 60) service sector and CDBG
funding will help to eliminate that.

Page 2 of 9



The Meals on Wheels program has three goals: 1) increase ability
of homebound older adults to access nutritious food, 2)
maintain or improve health status, and 3) maintain or improve
levels of independence. To increase the ability of homebound
individuals to access nutritious food, Meals on Wheels provides
seniors and people with disabilities seven meals per week from
amenu of 25 meals. To maintain and improve our client's health
status, Meals on Wheels' nutrition staff visit each new meal
recipient. During the home visit, clients are introduced to the
Meals on Wheels program, given a nutritional assessment, and
visited by a Registered Dietitian ifindicated.

To help seniors maintain or improve levels of independence,
Meals on Wheels staff work closely with the meal recipients by
providing outreach and removing barriers to independent
living. In addition, staff work closely with Homage Senior
Services' other programs in health and wellness, social services,
home repair and transportation to ensure clients can live safely
in their homes and access essential services. To evaluate the
success and effectiveness of the Meals on Wheels program
Homage Senior Services conducts surveys of meal recipients.

7

Moving into 2019, Meals on Wheels will provide over 1,600 older
adults and people with disabilities with over 220,000 meals.
Following federal guidelines, the meals provide well over 33% of
the daily Dietary Reference Intake nutritional requirements. In
addition, the meals are 'nutrient dense' by providing a high ratio
of key nutrients to calories.

Steven McGraw, & Juli Rose, Homage Senior Services

Funding from the local Affordable Housing programs will support
Homage Senior Services' Home Repair Program. Each year, our
staff provides thousands of minor home repairs to low- income
households throughout our Snohomish County communities. With
funding for affordable housing, Homage is able to provide aide to
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low income residence so they can afford to stay in their own
homes.

Homeownership is an important symbol of independence, but
many seniors and people with disabilities living on fixed incomes
find it difficult to keep their homes safe and livable. Homage Home
Repair assists low-income elderly and disabled homeowners by
providing health, safety, and accessibility related repairs that they
cannot perform on their own. This important program enables
very low-income individuals to remain in their own homes for as
long as possible. Since the program's inception in 1976, Homage's
Home Repair has been funded by Snohomish County. This funding
partnership has allowed Homage to help maintain the
independence of thousands of seniors and people with disabilities

In Snohomish County there are 110,000 seniors 60+ years of age,
representing 15% of the population. In addition, there are 8,000
adults under 60 who because of a physical, mental, or emotional
conditions lasting 6 months or more have difficulty caring for
themselves in their own home. Adults with a disability are twice as
likely to live in poverty. The poverty rate for adults 18 to 64 living
with a disability increases from 10% to 19%; while the poverty rate
for seniors 65+ living with a disability increases from 7% to 13%.
Homage's Home Repair Program serves senior homeowners 62+
living at or below 60% of median area income and adults with
disabilities 18+ living at or below 60% of area medianincome.

Continuing funding for programs such as our Homage's Home
Repair Program can be usedto help maintain existing housing stock
and keep it affordable for our residents.

Karen Head, Salt Lake City, UT Iam nota resident of Snohomish, or Washington actually, but | would
like to be as | have family in the area. One of them forwarded this
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questionnaire on the internet regarding low and medium income
housing in your area so | thought | could offer some input.

My one issue with housing in your area is affordability. I'm a senior
citizen on fixed incomes and have been looking for an affordable
apartmentin the Snohomish area for several years. Unfortunately my
monthly retirement rate puts me in the "too much for lower rate"
senior housing and “not enough" to pay for the higher rate rent. I've
spoken of this problem with others in the same situation, seniors and
working people both. Often the affordable places are in really
undesirable locations or the individual apartments are not in the best
condition to live in.

It would be nice to see communities like Snohomish explore the idea
of incorporating rental units that would be available for the income
gap group in both multiple family and single family residences.

I know your community is experiencing some heavy growth and has
multiple housing and support services to address however, it’s nice to
see this town's efforts include plans that invite a broad range of
new people. | look forward to following how Snohomish brings this
all to fruition.

Keith Nasi

I read an article on line about housing assistance and it asked for
ideas. I'm sending you mine.

Tiny houses - or maybe tiny apartments.
Help people to add on to accommodate renters.

I know this isn't housing but wouldn't it be nice for homeless folks to
have a place to shower and wash clothes? A Laundromat in Smokey
Point offers (or used to offer) free laundry service one night a week.
Get the word out BIG on what concerned citizens can do to help
others. Everyone doing something little could be huge.
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Louis Harris I saw the article in Komo regarding the county's ask for community
input. Has the County considered using the funds to support
programs such as the Temporary Assistance For Needy Families, and
the Housing and Essential Needs Program through DSHS?

Both programs could use access to fund to provide housing assistance
to eligible recipients.

Lucia Ersfeld - Thank you for the opportunities to provide input on planning for
affordable housing and development in Snohomish county. I'm
writing as | was unable to attend the public hearings. | want to express
my support for the use of federal funds to build affordable
(permanent or temporary) housing in the county in general, and I also
want to express my support in particular for the proposed Blokables
apartment project at the Edmonds Lutheran Church property on 84th
Ave W. I'm not sure how involved the county is in the development
process of this project at this point, but | am concerned that it is not
going to go forward due to a vocal group of folks in the neighborhood
(I'live about a mile from the location) who are opposed to it.

I'am a volunteer (and new board member) for an emergency cold
weather shelter in Edmonds, and this past winter was especially
difficult for our homeless neighbors and the shelter was stretched to
capacity for many nights. I'm very concerned about the growing lack
of affordable housing in Snohomish county leading to more
homelessness and welcome and encourage proactive plans to
address this problem. | believe strongly that getting folks into stable
housing is a fundamental first step before addressing other factors
that lead to homelessness such as mental illness and addiction.

Thank you again for your consideration of public input.

Sean Cyclone So the most important issues facing low income individuals is
affordable housing, infrastructure, and public services...
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I 'am a low _383m. individual and | really need a place to live, I'm

currently on the Disabled List for SnoCo HOA.
Tammi Bennett Hello,

I'm unable to attend your meetings. | wanted to let you know that one
of the biggest things that would have helped me would have been
able to get into the program titled “self-sufficient " (this program was
eliminated in Snohomish Co, poor choice.) This way | could have, by
now, saved up enough money to buy a small lot and put a type of tiny
home on it. The self-sufficiency program enabled one to be able to
save through a service that matched funds in an escrow type account.
After saving x amount of money, the program also had creative
financing ways for people to get a small mortgage. Had | been able to
do this | would be extremely self-sufficient and weaned off the
program. As it is currently | can't seem to make enough money to
survive without my voucher at 53 yr. Old, with health issues and a son
on disability. I thank God every day for my voucher, | was on the street
when | tried to port out to a county that offers this " self-sufficiency
program" due to lack of adequate Section 8 housing, | was unable to
Port successfully. Now with the current changes | fear if | try to Port
into a county that offers this program, 1 will lose my voucher all
together. Then | truly would be on the streets. So when [ seen the
newspaper ad to give ideas, it is my heartfelt passion, desire that you
bring back a self-sufficiency program to help individuals like me create
a small payment for a parcel peace (although | am old now), through
special financing, low interest rates, that could put a monthly
payment that is affordable and still have food and shelter.

Maybe offer grant money to those who are educated or have a work
skill that they can survive with or disabled, to enable them to get a
high downpayment fund, and low interest rate on a small lot with a
trailer or tiny home or bank repo of some sort....Do you understand?
Creating a grant for self-sufficiency. Creating small monthly payments
that would allow someone to survive on a small budget.
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Vernon Huffman As long as there are people among us who don't have :oBm@ there

will be a need for more affordable housing, Debra. Perhaps some of
this need could be met by encouraging homeowners to build mother-
in-law apartments or tiny homes on the lot where they live. This
allows increased density in suburbia while avoiding slum landlords.
Some, especially empty nest seniors, may choose to rent in barter for
care giving or handyman support. A program that introduces seniors
with spare room and needs to unhoused folk with skills to trade could
be very beneficial.

Affordable housing that is built specifically to meet low income

people's needs should be built with a greater understanding of those
needs.

e Asignificant percentage of low income folk don't have cars. Site
design should consider routing for pedestrians, cyclists
wheelchairs, para-transit, and transit.

» Foodinsecurity isa concern that can be addressed in part through
community gardens. Immigrants and folks from rural areas often
have gardening skills to share as they build connections with the
poorest among us, empowering everybody to grow and share
food.

e Homelessness is frequently aggravated by health issues, including
addiction and other mental health problems. Housing
management can facilitate treatment, care giving, and support
groups. ‘

7

Thank you for taking time to consider my opinions.

Bradly Bartholomen Hi my name is Bradley Bartholomen. | have applied for housing and

for 21 years have not got housing. This process for disabled missing
an arm is ridiculous. | want off the Streets. Sincerely,

PS: I want the Hand up Project stopped. I started it.

Duane Leonard See attached letter
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Resident

Comment

Carolyn Drake

See Attached Letter

Morgan Davis

See attached letter

Delores

See attached letter

Attached Letters:

Duane Leonard
. Carolyn Drake
Morgan Davis
Delores

Outreach Meeting Notes:

1. Everett Outreach Meeting
2. Sultan Outreach Meeting
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