SNOHOMISH COUNTY
CONSERVATION FUTURES PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD

Thursday, June 25 2020 - REGULAR MEETING
5:30 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
Location: Zoom Meeting: [Link: https://zoom.us/j/99162240363] Login starting
5:15 pm

Members Present: County Council Member Stephanie Wright, County Council Member Sam
Low, County Executive Representative Ken Klein, Large City Representative Kyoko
Matsumoto-Wright, Small City Representative Carla Nichols, and Community Representative
Mark Spada

Members Absent: Community Representative Mark Craven
Staff: Kye Iris, Sharon Swan and David McConnell

Guests Present: Denise Johns, Senior Parks Planner, City of Monroe; Tom Teigen, Director,
Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism; Dan Rankin, Mayor of

Darrington; Susan Melrose, Senior Project Manager, Community Development, Forterra NW,
Ann Darlington, President, Friends of Heybrook Ridge; Darcey Hughes, Forterra NW; Kevin
Teague, Senior Planner, Snohomish County Parks, Recreation & Tourism; Thomas Hartzell,
Senior Planner, Snohomish County Parks, Recreation & Tourism; Vence Wong, Forterra NW.

A. CALL TO ORDER Chairperson

Board Chair Sam Low called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.

B. INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS Board

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES Board

1. February 25, 2020 Regular Meeting

Board Member Stephany Wright moved to approve the February 25, 2020 regular meeting minutes

as written. Board Member Carla Nichols seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (See
Attachment 1.)

D. PUBLIC COMMENT Board

Board Chair Sam Low asked for public comments. No comments were offered at the meeting.

E. STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS Kye Iris

Staff Member Kye Iris updated the Board on the current status of ongoing Conservation Futures
funded projects. Discussion followed. (See Attachment 2.)


https://zoom.us/j/99162240363

F. DISCUSSION ITEMS Sharon Swan
1. Code Change

Staff Member Sharon Swan summarized proposed code changes. Ms. Swan reported that
Snohomish County Code currently allows for 15% of the total funding collected per year to be
used for operations and maintenance purposes. State law recently changed to allow counties to
spend up to 25% of annual funding collected for operations and maintenance. The proposed
code change is an administrative change to make the county code align with current state law.
The County currently uses approximately 15% of allowable funding for maintenance and
operation of county owned Conservation Futures funded properties and does not see an
immediate need to increase that amount, but may choose to do so in the future. This code
change will allow an increase to be possible if needed. Discussion followed.

2. Available Fund Balance for Potential Grant Distribution

Staff Member Sharon Swan updated the Board on the current Conservation Futures Fund
balance. The Board has $2,247,361.86 to allocate for 2020 grant proposals. The total grant
funding request for all submitted projects is $2,637,571.36. Discussion followed.

G. APPLICATION PRESENTATIONS Board

Board Chair Sam Low asked Staff if they had any guidelines or recommendations for the Board
when scoring projects. Staff referred the Board to the scoring guidelines in their packets. Also, Staff
Member Sharon Swan provided a project scoring tool for application scores to be loaded into. Ms.
Swan let the board know that they could use the tool to adjust their scores and to make their final
project ranking. Discussion followed.

Board Chair Sam Low called for presentations to begin and reminded the Board and presenters that
presentations should be 10 minutes and that there would be 5 minutes for questions after each
presentation.

1. CF20-03 Darrington Recreation Connection Project Dan Rankin, Mayor of Darrington
$157,000.00 (See Attachment 3)

Dan Rankin, Mayor of the Town of Darrington, and Susan Melrose, Senior Project Manager,
Community Development, Forterra NW presented the Darrington Connection Project. The
property is 94 acres in total, with 30 acres to be acquired using Conservation Futures Program
funding. According to botanist Mignonne Bivin from North Cascades National Park, this site is
one of the farthest west stands of quaking aspen and this ecosystem may have been more
widespread before European development in Western Washington. The site historically was
used by Native American tribes as a stopping off point as they moved east and west for trade
over the Cascade Mountains. The site is mostly forested with wetlands, currently zoned
industrial and bisects the Whitehorse Trail.

Forterra NW, a Washington nonprofit corporation, is holding an option for the purchase of the
project site at a purchase price fixed at $400,000. Forterra intends to retain the option until the
Town has secured adequate funding for the project. Forterra and the Town have in turn entered
into an Assignment Agreement pursuant to which Forterra has agreed to assign its rights under
the option contract to the Town so that the Town can acquire the property directly from the
current owner. This project would create a long desired opportunity to connect the Whitehorse
Trail to the Whitehorse Community Park. The current owner intends to keep land in timber



production, but a new owner could opt to develop site.

The proposed use for the site is to develop a green minded industrial center for wood products
and education, to be named the Darrington Wood Innovation Center. The project sponsors
propose to set aside 30 acres of the 94 total acres for conservation and passive recreation. If
acquired, The Town will create a trail connection between the Whitehorse Trail and Whitehorse
Community Park. Other linkages include a possible link to North Mountain Bike Complex and a
1 mile ride to the nearby Whitehorse Community Park. Education partnerships are also planned
with Glacier Peak Institute and local schools.

The funding request for this project is $157,000 dollars and there is project match funding in the
amount of $326,106 dollars. Discussion followed.

The Board had no questions on this project.

. CF20-05 Tillman Farm Conservation Easement Darcey Hughes, Forterra $300,000.00 (See
Attachment 4.)

Darcey Hughes, Title, Director of Conservation Transactions, Forterra NW, presented the
Tillman Farm Conservation Easement project. The Tillman Farm is a 329.4 acre historic family
farm and produces crops which include corn, peas, and strawberries, hay and silage for 300
head of dairy cows. The farm infrastructure includes barns, a garage, a residence, a shed, a
shop, milking parlors, silos, and other infrastructure capable of supporting dairy operations. The
farm has 85% prime farmland soils or soils of statewide significance, and the property includes
substantial water rights, which will be secured along with the land to ensure farming is viable on
the site into the future. The farm is the last of this size in the Stillaguamish River Valley.

The owner and his family are retiring from agriculture and the farm is in danger of being
converted inti non-farm uses. The farm is zoned R5 and may well be developed if not preserved
by a conservation easement. Such an easement will fairly compensates the Tillman family for
the development value they would be removing, but also makes the land more affordable to the
next generation of farmers if and when the family wishes to sell their farm. The conservation
easement, once acquired, will extinguish 63 development rights and retain 3. Forterra NW will
retain the conservation easement in perpetuity.

The funding request for this project is $300,000 and there is project match funding in the
amount of $2,263,300 from two grants.

Following the presentation, members of the Board asked questions. Board Chair Sam Low
asked about the process of applying for funding through the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS). Ms. Hughes replied that the application process through NRCS for funding can
be painfully slow and difficult and that in the end this funding source may not be a good fit for
the project. She went on to explain that she would also seek direct funding through the
Washington State Conservation Commission and was exploring how to seek funding.
Discussion followed this question.

Board Chair Sam Low asked how long the funding that Forterra NW has secured for the project
to date would last. Ms. Hughes replied that Forterra NW had just signed a funding agreement
with Forterra the Washington State Recreation Conservation Office (RCO) and that the funding
would last through the end of 2022.



Board Member Ken Klein commented that County Executive Dave Sommers supports this
project and that the land owner had several options to sell the property. He asked Ms. Hughes
to describe the land owner’s timeline. Ms. Hughes replied that she had been in regular
communication with the owner Mr. Tillman but had not spoken recently due to the COVID-19
pandemic. She was aware that he was exploring his options on how to sell his property and she
wanted to work with him to secure grant funding and enter into a purchase and sale agreement.
Board Member Klein then briefed Board on the potential development of an agro-village project
on property as an alternative route for Mr. Tillman. Discussion followed.

. CF20-09 East Monroe Heritage Site Denise Johns, Senior Park Planner $250,000.00 (See
Attachment 5)

Denise Johns, Senior Park Planner, City of Monroe, presented the East Monroe Heritage Site.
The site is 42.83 acres and includes unique features such as a 210 foot tall bluff, a salmon
bearing oxbow channel, riparian wetlands, high quality salmon spawning and rearing habitat
and the capacity for floodwater storage during high flow events.

The current owner purchased the property with the intent of developing the site for commercial
use due to its proximity to downtown Monroe and visibility along U.S. Highway 2. A clearing and
grading application has been submitted to the City of Monroe. If approved the seller plans to fill
11 acres of upland habitat to bring the site out of the floodplain. This would entail an estimated
60,000 cubic yards, 6,000 truckloads, to fill in the 11 acres.

The City is seeking to preserve the property as open space, provide interpretive signs, wildlife
observation trails, and parking for the public. A trail system will connect the Monroe Heritage
Site with the 90-acre Al Borlin Park located southwest of the property at the confluence of
Woods Creek and the Skykomish River. Further downstream Al Borlin Park connects with the
32-acre Sky River Park. The three-park network provides for diverse recreation uses while
conserving critical landscapes for the benefit of people, plants and wildlife. The site is ideal for
passive recreation including bird watching, wildlife viewing and interpretive trails. The City is
proposing to design and construct a small parking lot for access. Development will support an
appropriate level of public access to the property such as natural trails to provide wildlife
viewing, and interpretive signs to educate the community on the importance of off channel
habitat. Through the City’s parks and public works department the City could partner with
educators from Monroe, Sultan and surrounding communities to coordinate service learning
projects for students and teachers.

The funding request for this project is $250,000 and there is project match funding in the
amount of $500,000 from a previous Conservation Futures program award. The City estimates
that approximately $1,550,000 will be needed to complete the project.

After the presentation, Board Chair Sam Low asked Ms. Johns about the previous $500,000 in
Conservation Futures program funding awarded for this project in 2018 and for an update on the
acquisition of the property. Ms. Johns replied that the property owner had determined a different
property value for the site than the City had. Also, the property owner was unsuccessful in
rezoning the property and his grading permit was about to expire. She explained that the owner
is still a willing seller, but the disagreement over the value of the property is the obstacle in
completing the transaction. Discussion followed.

CF20-06 Chase Properties, Addition to Heybrook Ridge County Park Kevin Teague, Snohomish
County Parks & Ann Darlington, President of Friends of Heybrook Ridge $209,500.00 (See



Attachment 6.)

Kevin Teague, Senior Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and
Tourism, presented the Chase Properties Addition to Heybrook Ridge County Park project. The
property is 16 acres consisting of 100 year old mixed forest on the top of Heybrook Ridge. The
forest is made up of primarily native evergreen trees including Douglas Fir, Western Hemlock
and Western Red Cedar. There are a few native deciduous trees primarily on the south forest
edge along the power line easement. Those are mostly Big Leaf Maples with a few Red Alder
interspersed. The great appeal to purchasing this property is that it adjoins Heybrook Ridge
County Park.

There is a potential threat of the three parcels as the Town of Index is in a growth phase as
more people discover the area and seek to acquire and build vacation properties. The
acquisition of three contiguous 5.3 acre parcels, for a total of 16 acres, at the top and
descending down the north side of Heybrook Ridge are intended to provide new trail
opportunities and viewpoints to the west and north that will help disperse visitors who now
experience crowding at the single trail destination, the south viewpoint now established at the
top of the ridge. A new, short side-trail loop, heading southwest from the main trail would
provide access to the new area.

The funding request for this project is $209,500 and there is no match funding for this project.

After the presentation, members of the Board commented that Heybrook Ridge was a beautiful
site and that this was a great proposed addition to the existing park.

. CF20-01 Brekhus Riverfront Thomas Hartzell, Snohomish County Parks $55,349.36 (See
Attachment 7.)

Thomas Hartzell, Senior Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and
Tourism, presented the Brekhus Riverfront project. The site is 26.42 acres and is a working farm
that produces hay for livestock and local dairies. The farm has been owned and operated by the
Brekhus family as a working dairy farm for 150 years. The site offers passive recreational
fishing, riparian habitat, and 2,500 linear feet of shoreline including the riverbed.

Mr. Brekhus and his family have retired from farming and are committed to seeing the farm
remain in open space. This property preserves open space for public access and salmon
restoration while also preserving trees that have been planted on the property and agricultural
land in the short term (minimum 5 years). Mr. Brekhus has requested that the current
agricultural lease continue while restoration is being pursued and the potential to continue
agricultural production on a portion of the property, with future restoration, will be explored.
Future restoration will be designed to incorporate continued public access and the shoreline and
upland areas may be enhanced to support salmon recovery.

The funding request for this project is $55,349.36 and there is no match funding for the project.
However, Mr. Brekhus Landowner is willing to sell for the Open Space assessed value which is
deeply reduced. Market value of the site is estimated to be $200,000 higher than the agreed
selling price.

After the presentation, Board Chair Sam Low commented that the proposed acquisition was a
great project and a great value for the public.



6. CF20-04 Bear Creek Headwaters Kevin Teague, Snohomish County Parks $381,250.00 (See
Attachment 8.)

Kevin Teague, Senior Park Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and
Tourism, presented the Bear Creek Headwaters project. The proposed acquisition will acquire
10 acres of a 15 acre parcel and is highly sensitive wetlands that comprise the headwaters of
Bear Creek. This property is located directly adjacent to the Paradise Valley Conservation Area
(PVCA) and will contribute to the habitat values provided by the 793 of that property.

The prospect of development on this site is limited due to the sensitive nature of the wetlands.
However, the current zoning does allow for the property to be subdivided if a developer was
willing to mitigate for the impacts to the wetlands.

Acquisition will preserve this wetland area and also satisfy a conversion determination by the
Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) that requires replacement of 7.5 acres of property
utilized by Farmer Frog for agriculture on the PVCA site. This acquisition should partially, if not
completely, satisfy this replacement land requirement, subject to appraisals and RCO approval.

The funding request for this project is $381,250 and there is no match funding for this project.
The Board had no questions on this project.

7. CF20-02 Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection Thomas Hartzell, Snohomish County
Parks $341,250.00 (See Attachment 9.)

Thomas Hartzell, Senior Park Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation
and Tourism, presented the Catherine Creek — Centennial Trail Connection project. The
proposed acquisition is comprised of 42.5 acres of sensitive wetlands that drain from Lake
Cassidy and feed Catherine Creek, a stream that supports resident cutthroat trout, Coho
salmon, and the following threatened species: Bull Trout, Winter Steelhead, and Summer
Steelhead.

Current zoning allows for the property to be subdivided and cluster development may be
possible. Acquisition of this property will prevent future development and, by doing so, provide
long-term protection of a significant portion of the Catherine Creek watershed.

The goals of this acquisition include protection of sensitive habitat, and connectivity from the
Centennial Trail to the state owned 163 Corson Natural Area preserve. This acquisition is a
phased approach, with the phase two property in a later Conservation Futures grant cycle. The
owner owns 97 acres that he wishes to sell to the County. The project when complete would
create a 260 acre nature preserve when phases 1 and 2 are acquired.

The funding request for this project is $341,250 and there is no match funding for the project.
There were no questions from the Board for this project.

8. CF20-07 Laz Property, Addition to Flowing Lake Park Kevin Teague, Snohomish County Parks
$643,000.00 (See Attachment 10.)

Kevin Teague, Senior Park Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and



Tourism, presented the Laz Property Addition to Flowing Lake County Park project. The
property is 28 acres and is a portion of the former Flowing Lake Golf Course. The property is
contiguous to the park on two of its boundaries. The property was once selectively cleared to
create the golf course but stands of native trees remain interspersed throughout the grassy
open areas once used as golf fairways. The large evergreen trees are predominantly Douglas
Fir and Western Red Cedar. There are several small ponds and drainage ways that add to the
picturesque quality of this landscape. The only structure within the area that is being acquired is
a pedestrian bridge spanning a pond. This property is grassy, pasture-like open space with
groupings of predominantly native second growth evergreen trees. There is also a mix of native
deciduous trees and some deciduous understory plants. The grass areas used to be golf
fairways but have not been mowed as such for many years. Now the owner grazes cattle on the
property.

The Owner would like the land to be preserved in open space. The owner has received inquiries
from potential developers to develop the site for residential housing. Purchasing this property
will protect it from being developed into a single-family housing development and the land will
be included with Flowing Lake Park and preserved as open space. The Parks Department
proposes to use the acquisition to expand recreational opportunities at the existing park and to
take pressure off of Flowing Lake, the main day use feature of the park.

The funding request for this project is $643,000 and there is no match funding for the project.

Following the presentation, Board Member Ken Klein asked about the zoning of the site and
also the surrounding land uses of the site. Mr. Teague answered that the site is zoned R5, small
lots and clustered developments and noted that there have been several housing developments
in the immediate area.

Board Chair Sam Low asked how many acres the site was and if it was 1 or multiple parcels.
Mr. Teague replied that the site was 1, 28 acre parcel. Staff Member Kye Iris added that a
boundary line adjustment would be needed to segregate the parcel.

. CF20-08 Regional Trail Inholdings Kevin Teague, Snohomish County Parks $300,000.00 (See
Attachment 11.)

Kevin Teague, Senior Park Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and
Tourism, presented the Regional Trail Inholdings project. This project proposal if funded could
acquire up to 30 acres of property inholdings along several trail corridors in the planning or
development stages. These trail corridors, Monroe to the south County line and Everett to
Snohomish, are almost entirely held in public ownership with the exception of several privately
owned inholdings. These inholdings have been identified as a high priority for acquisition as the
County prepares for future design and construction phases of these vital regional trail systems.

Failure to acquire inholdings in each of the trail corridors will result in the need to reroute a trail
and may result in a trail not being built. The goal of this project is to identify and acquire all
private inholdings by negotiating with willing landowners within these corridors. If successful,
this project will provide a contiguous regional trail corridor under public ownership. These
private inholdings have been identified as critical junctions necessary to move to design and
construction phases. This project bank funding for purchase of in-holding properties along
corridor as they become available.

The funding request for this project is $300,000 and there is no match funding for this project.



After the presentation Board Chair Sam Low asked whether there was a negotiated price for
Golden Eagle Farms. Mr. Teague replied no, Parks Staff are beginning negotiations with the
land owners. Staff Member Kye Iris confirmed that Parks was preparing to contact the land
owner.

Board Member Carla Nichols commented that the regional trails in Snohomish County have a
huge positive impact on the community and are very popular and the looks forward to the
completion of the trail corridors described in this project proposal.

Board Member Ken Klein asked about the Snohomish to Everett trail and wondered if BNSF is
the owner of one of the properties along that corridor. Mr. Teague replied that the BNSF
property was located within the City of Everett, so the City would be working to acquire that
segment of the trail corridor.

H. BREAK FOR BOARD MEMBER SCORING Board
After hearing grant presentations, the Board deliberated.

I.  APPLICATION REVIEW Staff/Board
Following deliberations, the Board ranked the project proposals in order of priority and made a
recommendation for grant funding to be forwarded to the Snohomish County Council for consideration.

(See Attachment 12.)

Board Member Stephanie Wright moved that the top 5 ranked projects be funded. Board Member Ken
Klein seconded, the vote was unanimous and the motion carried.

The top 5 ranked projects were Brekhus Riverfront, Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection,
Darrington Recreation Connection, Tillman Farm Conservation Easement, and the Regional Trail
Inholdings. (See attachment 12.)

J. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD Board
Board Member Carla thanked all of the presenters for their efforts and asked that at the next meeting,
the Board and Staff revisit how grant presentations are structures so that they are not a recitation of the
same information as the grant applications. Staff agreed to add this to the next meeting agenda.

K. ADJOURN Chairperson

Board Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:08 PM.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 —  February 25, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes
Attachment 2 —  Conservation Futures Project Status Report
Attachment 3 — CF20-03 Darrington Recreation Connection
Attachment 4 —  CF20-05 Tillman Farm Conservation Easement

Attachment 5—-  CF20-09 East Monroe Heritage Site
Attachment 6 — CF20-06 Chase Properties, Addition to Heybrook Ridge County Park
Attachment 7 —  CF20-01 Brekhus Riverfront



Attachment 8 — CF20-04 Bear Creek Headwaters

Attachment 9 — CF20-02 Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection
Attachment 10 — CF20-07 Laz Property, Addition to Flowing Lake Park
Attachment 11 — CF20-08 Regional Trail Inholdings

Attachment 12 — CFPA Board 2020 Funding Recommendation to SCC

WHERE TO GET COPIES OF DOCUMENTS AND WEBSITE ACCESS: Please check www.snohomishcountywa.qgov for
additional information or the Snohomish County Department of Parks and Recreation, Reception Desk, 6705 Puget Park Drive,
Snohomish. For more information, call Dave McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE: Snohomish County facilities are accessible. The county strives to provide
access and services to all members of the public. Sign language interpreters and communication materials in alternate form will
be provided upon advance request of one calendar week. Dave McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at
david.mcconnell@snoco.org.



http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org
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SNOHOMISH COUNTY
CONSERVATION FUTURES PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD

FEBRUARY 25. 2019 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
5:30 P.M. - 6:40 P.M.
Willis D. Tucker Community
Park, 6705 Puget Park Drive,
Snohomish, WA

Members Present: County Council Member Stephanie Wright, County Council Member Sam
Low, County Executive Representative Ken Klein, Large City Representative Kyoko Matsumoto-
Wright, Small City Representative Carla Nichols, and Community Representative Mark Craven
Members Absent: Community Representative Mark Spada

Staff: Kye Iris, Sharon Swan and David McConnell

Guests Present: Denise Johns, Senior Parks Planner, City of Monroe, Tom Teigen, Director,
Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism

. CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chair Sam Low called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m.

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS

Board members, staff and guests introduced themselves.

ELECTION OF 2020 BOARD CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR

Vice Chair Sam Low opened the floor for nominations for the positions of 2020 Chair and Vice Chair.

Board Member Mark Craven nominated Vice Chair Sam Low for the position of 2020 Board Chair. The
nomination was seconded by Board Member Carla Nichols, and the vote was 5 in favor with Sam Low
abstaining.

Board Member Ken Klein nominated Board Member Stephanie Wright for the position of 2020 Vice Chair.

The nomination was seconded by Board Chair Sam Low and the vote was 5 in favor with Stephanie Wright
abstaining.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Board Chair Sam Low asked for additions or corrections to the minutes for the June 5, 2019 meeting. There
were no additions or corrections. Board Member Ken Klein moved to accept the minutes as written, Board
Member Carla Nichols seconded and the vote was 4 in favor, 0 opposed (two Board Members were absent
for the vote).

PUBLIC COMMENT

Board Chair Sam Low asked for public comments. No public comments were offered.

. ADMINISTRATIVE

a. Boards and Commissions Training and Use of County Email



Staff Member David McConnell discussed Snohomish County’s required Board Member training and let
the Board know that training materials in the form of a PowerPoint presentation created by the
Snohomish County Executive’s office had been sent to each of the board members. Board Members
should review the presentation and then send a reply email back to Mr. McConnell indicating that they
had completed the training (Attachment A).

Mr. McConnell also reminded the Board that when communicating as Board Members that they are
conducting County business and that all County business communication should be completed using
County email accounts. If board members have problems logging into their county email accounts they
should contact the Snohomish County IT department at (425) 388-3378 and also contact Mr. McConnell.
Board members also should log into their County email every 30 days at minimum to avoid having to
reset their passwords each time they log in.

Set Dates for Winter and Spring Regular Board Meetings

Mr. McConnell asked the Board to consider setting standing dates for its two annual meetings and
explained that scheduling meetings was taking longer than necessary. After discussion, the Board
agreed by consensus to set the dates for the regular, annual winter and spring meetings. It was agreed
that the winter regular meeting should occur on the last Tuesday of February and that the spring regular
meeting should occur on the first Tuesday in June. Special meetings will be scheduled and held on an
as-needed basis. The Board also agreed to ask Staff to determine the location for future meetings as
appropriate.

7. STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECT STATUS

Staff Member Kye Iris updated the Board on the status of funded projects (Attachment B). Project
proponents, if present, were invited to update the Board on their projects.

Project Status — See handout

a.

CF17-05 Shelton View Forest Acquisition, City of Bothell

There has been no change in the status of this project since the last meeting of the Board. The City is
completing an appraisal and is in negotiations with the landowner.

CF18-01 Deer Creek Park, Town of Woodway
This project has been canceled and the funds have been returned to the fund balance.
CF18-02 Terrace Creek Park Addition, City of Mountlake Terrace

Board Member Kyoko Matsumoto-Wright reported that the City has closed on the acquisition and the
project is complete.

CF18-03 Reiner Farm, PCC Farmland Trust

PCC Farmland Trust has completed the purchase of the property and is currently working on completing
a survey and resolving boundary issues. PCC Farmland Trust will be selling the riverfront portion of the

property to the Tulalip Tribe. The Conservation Futures program will reimburse PCC Farmland Trust for
the acquisition once the boundary line adjustment has been completed.

CF18-07 East Monroe Heritage Site, City of Monroe

Denise Johns, Senior Planner for the City of Monroe updated the Board on the City of Monroe’s project
and reported that the City is still in negotiations with the landowner. Ms. Johns further reported that the



City needed to return the project match, which was provided through the Washington State Recreation
Conservation Office (RCO) Land and Water Conservation Fund, but will be reapplying for additional
state funding to complete the acquisition.

f. CF19-02 PSE Corridor, Snohomish County Parks
Snohomish County is completing the appraisal review for this acquisition.
g. CF19-03 French Slough Farm, PCC Farmland Trust

PCC Farmland Trust has secured match funding through Federal grant sources and is waiting for the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to complete its portion of the process.

h. CF19-04 Miller Pond, Snohomish County Parks — appraisal review & negotiations
Snohomish County is completing the appraisal review for this acquisition.

i. CF19-05 Lund’s Gulch — McCrary Acquisition, City of Lynnwood
The City is preparing to close on the acquisition.

Board Chair Sam Low asked Staff to forward notifications to members of the board for ribbon cuttings and
grand openings when received so board members could attend.

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS
a. Review of Program Fund Balance and Possible 2020 Grant Round

Staff Member Sharon Swan updated the Board on the Conservation Futures Program fund balance and
reported that there was approximately 1.9 million in funding for the Board to recommend for funding if
the Board chose to do a grant round in 2020. Discussion followed and the Board agreed to open a
grant round in 2020. The grant application package will be advertised and released in mid-March
(3/15/2020) and will be due in mid-May (5/15/2020). The Board will tour the proposed acquisitions on
May 29" 2020 and will meet on June 2" and 3™ 2020 to hear grant presentations, deliberate and make
a funding recommendation to the Snohomish County Council.

b. Item from Board Member Ken Klein — Request for Boundary Line Adjustment, City of Stanwood’s
Ovenell Park Property

Board Member Ken Klein asked Board Chair Sam Low if he could add a discussion item to the agenda.
The Chair agreed. Mr. Klein described a request from Mayor Leonard Kelley from the City of Stanwood
for a boundary line adjustment to the City’s Ovenell Park property. The Ovenell Park was acquired with
funding from the Conservation Futures program and other sources. During the acquisition process, a
property boundary survey was not completed and during development of the park, the City installed a
fence on what they believed to be the property line (Attachment C). Subsequently, the City and the
neighboring property owner discovered the error and are trying to resolve the issue by completing a
boundary line adjustment (BLA). The City is requesting permission from the Board to complete the BLA,
resolve the issue and avoid litigation. Discussion followed.

After discussion, the Board agreed by consensus to table the issue until the next regular meeting and
asked Staff to research the situation and recommend options for the Board to consider. Staff Member
Kye Iris also recommended that in the future, the Board require grant applicants to obtain a boundary
line survey as part of the acquisition process. This is not currently part of the acquisition process.

c. lItem from Director Tom Teigen, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism re
State Law Update related to Use of Conservation Futures Program Funding for Maintenance and



Operations

Director Tom Teigen asked Board Chair Sam Low if he could bring an additional discussion item to the
Board to consider. The Chair agreed and Mr. Teigen described a change to Washington State Law that
affects expenditures of Conservation Futures program funding for maintenance and operation. Prior to
the change, entities could spend up to 15% of annual funding collected on maintenance and operation of
existing sites acquired with Conservation Futures funding. After the change to state law, up to 25% of
annual funding can be used for that purpose. Mr. Teigen explained that Snohomish County still uses
slightly less than 15% for this purpose and asked the Board to consider updating Snohomish County
Code to allow County allocation up to the state law allowed limit. Expenditure to the full 25% would not
necessarily be implemented, but the code change would allow increases to occur to support maintenance
and operation of Conservation Futures acquired properties. Discussion Followed.

After discussion, the Board agreed by consensus that Staff should research the matter further and report
back to the Board when appropriate.

9. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD

Board Member Carla Nichols asked Staff if they could make sure that the map showing the distribution of
Conservation Futures program funded projects be brought to the June meeting when the Board hears grant
application proposals. Staff agreed to bring the map to the June meeting.

10. ADJOURN
Board Chair Sam Low adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A — Boards and Commissions Training PowerPoint

Attachment B — Conservation Futures Program Administrative Status Report

Attachment C — Graphic, Request for Boundary Line Adjustment, City of Stanwood’s Ovenell Park Property

WHERE TO GET COPIES OF DOCUMENTS AND WEBSITE ACCESS: Please check www.snohomishcountywa.qgov for additional information or the
Snohomish County Department of Parks and Recreation, Reception Desk, 6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish. For more information, call Dave
McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE: Snohomish County facilities are accessible. The county strives to provide access and services to all
members of the public. Sign language interpreters and communication materials in alternate form will be provided upon advance request of one calendar
week. Dave McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org.



http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org

Attachment 2 — Conservation Futures Project Status Report



CONSERVATION FUTURES STATUS REPORT, June 25, 2020

SPONSOR PROJECT FUNDING FUND MOTION | ILA/CONTRACT | ILA Current Status
STATUS MOTION/PSA
City of Bothell Shelton View Forest, CF $1,000,000 Motion No. 17-125 ILA to City for its ILA In progress — Completed
17-05 Approved April 26, revie.w 5/18/17, Motion 17-362 appraisal. Ongoing
2017 Received 12-20-17 negotiations with land
owner.
PCC Farmland Trust Reiner Farm, CF 18-03 $424,250 Motion 18-229 Waiting for Project Motion 18-229 Purchase completed
Approved August 1, | Sponsor by PCC, Working on
2018 survey/ boundary
issues. ILA pending
City of Monroe East Monroe Heritage Site, | $500,000 Motion 18-229 Wiaiting for Project Motion 18-229 Landowner
CF 18-07 Approved August 1, | Sponsor negotiations in
2018 process. LWCF Match
returned. May be
seeking additional
funding
City of Lynnwood Lund’s Gulch: McCrary $124,500.00 Motion 19-193 ILA Executed Preparation for Due
Acquisition, CF19-05 1/27/2020 diligence Real
Property
Snohomish County Parks Miller Pond, CF19-04 $305,650.00 Motion 19-193 N/A Purchase and Sale
awaiting signed.
Escrow opened.
Closing July 2020
Snohomish County Parks Puget Sound Energy $250,000.00 Motion 19-193 N/A
Corridor, CF19-02 Offer submitted. In
negotiations on
Purchase and Sale
Agreement. Signatures
forthcoming by end of
June
PCC Farmland Trust French Slough Farm, CF19- | $625,040.00 Motion 19-193 Waiting for Project Match funding
03 Sponsor secured/ waiting for
NRCS
City of Everett Clark Acquisition, CF19-06 | $200,000.00 Motion 19-193 ILA to City for ILA to be signed.

Signature

Closing scheduled
July 2020
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Preserving Open Space,
Passive Recreation and Timberlands (C1)

- Q’ ! Taa »

 Conserve 30-acres of
forested wetlands

e Diverse forest and
understory

* Located in river valley

* Invasive species removal to
improve forest health

Photo: Property Forest
Credit: Dan Rankin




Pressure from
Development (C2)

e Zoned Industrial

* Current owner is Grandy
Lake, an international
timber corporation

* Flanked on several sides by
forest industry uses

Photo: Property Wetland Pond
Credit: Dan Rankin




Linking Trails, Recreation and
Natural Areas (C3)

 Recreation Hub
* Project bisects ol

Whitehorse Trail
* Connection to "“" il
Whitehorse Park g
and future .Y
amenities in
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planning s _



Critical Link in Regional Planning (C4)

* Darrington’s 2015
Comprehensive Plan

* Snohomish County Park
and Recreation Element of
the GMA Comprehensive
Plan, June 2015

Photo: Whitehorse Trail
Credit: Dan Rankin




Expanding Conservation in Darrington to
Support Environmental Education (C5)
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Previous Conservation
Futures Projects:

e 18-acres on Sauk River

* Parcel adjacent to
Whitehorse Trail

* Conservation enhances
environmental education
for Darrington and regional
youth

Photo: Student Outdoor Ed with GPI
Credit: Oak Rankin



Securing the Nexus Point for
Public Access (C6)
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Implementing Darrington’s Open
Space Policy (C7)

Darrington’s Comprehensive Plan:
e Connects parks and trails
* Providing access to open spaces
* Create a network for recreation
e Safe pathway from town

Photo: Property by Whitehorse Trail
Credit: Dan Rankin




Multi-Jurisdictional Benefit (C8)

e Department of Natural
Resources

* Snohomish County Parks
* Town of Darrington

Photo: DNR Mountain Biking
Credit: Bob Carrasca




Public Use and Enjoyment (C9)

Planning for Public Benefit
* Conservation

e Sustainable forest
management

e Public education
* Qutdoor learning
e Passive recreation

Photo: Student Planning with GPI
Credit: Oak Rankin



A Truly Unique
Opportunity (C10)

Let’s conserve the missing link.

Photo: Property Forest
Credit: Dan Rankin







SNOHOMISH COUNTY
CONSERVATION FUTURES PROGRAM

APPLICATION FOR CONSERVATION FUTURES FUNDS

PROJECT NAME: WHITEHORSE TRAIL ACQUISITION
PROJECT SPONSOR: TOWN OF DARRINGTON
APPLICATION NO. (TO BE ASSIGNED BY STAFF): CF20 - 03

SuBMITTAL CHECKLIST

CHECKLIST OF REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

The following documents should be submitted with the completed application. Please organize
required documents in the order below and provide eight double sided color copies of the

complete grant application as well as one “.pdf” copy (on disk or via email). Additional
documents beyond what are listed here may be included at the discretion of the applicant.

No. Type of Document Attached Check if

Included
1 | Title Page/Submittal Checklist X
2 |[I. Applicant Information X
3 | Il. Project Background (including willing seller letter, Preliminary Title X

Report, site vicinity map and aerial photograph)

4 | lll. Cost Worksheet (included in general project information) X
5 | IV. Project Review Criteria responses X
6 | Any other supporting documents (please list below) X
7 JI3ds Option Agreement X
8 |2. Notice of Option Extension X
B 48 Assignment Agreement X
10 | 4. Preliminary Title Report X
Tl S: Conservation Parcel Map X
12 | 6. Open Space Connectivity Map X
<5 iR Vicinity Map X
14 | 8. Match Documentation X

Grant Application




SECTION | — APPLICANT INFORMATION
1. PROJECT TITLE: Darrington Recreation Connection Project
2. AMOUNT REQUESTED {from Cost Worksheet) $ 157,000
3. PROJECT SPONSOR: Town of Darrington

Address: 1005 Cascade St., PO Box 397, Darrington, WA 88241

Sponsoris:  Unit of Local Government: Yes
Private/Non-Profit Agency*:
*Eligible per RCW 84.34.250

4. CONTACT PERSON:

Name: Dan Rankin Title: Mayor
Address: 1005 Cascade St., PO Box 397, Darrington, WA 98241
Phone: 360-436-1131 Cell Phone: 425-210-6572

Email Address: Dan.Rankin@darringtonwa.us

SECTION |l — PROJECT INFORMATION

1. PROJECT LOCATION:

Address: no situs address assigned

Section: 14 Township: 32N Range: 9E

Assessor Tax Account Number(s): 32091400200300
Property Legal Description (full legal if available):

The East Half of the Northwest Quarter,

Except that portion within the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad Right of Way (Formerly
Northern Pacific Railway Company};

And the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter;

Except that portion within the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad Right of Way (Formerly
Northern Pacific Railway Company);

And except that portion of said Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter lying South of a line
that begins at a point 110 feet north of the Southeast corner thereof, and runs North 66°30'00"
West 1460 feet, more or less, to the West line of said Northeast Quarter of the Southwest
Quarter;

All in Section 14, Township 32 North, Range 9 East, W. M., in Snohomish County, Washington.
Situate in the County of Snchomish, State of Washington.

Grant Application



2. EXISTING CONDITIONS:

Number of Parcels: 1 Total Acres: 94-acres total, 30-acres for Conservation
Addition to Existing Site: YES _ NO X __

Current Zoning: Heavy Industrial

List Existing Structures/Facilities: none

Current Use: Timber

Waterfront? (name of body of water): no

Shoreline? (lineal ft.): no

Owner of Tidelands/Shoreline (State or private): n/a

3. CURRENT OWNERSHIP:
Current Owner(s): GRANDY LAKE FOREST ASSOCIATES LLC
Is the property owner a willing seller? YES* _X__ NO ___

Forterra NW, a Washington nonprofit corporation, is currently holding an option for the purchase
of the project site at a purchase price fixed at $400,000. Forterra intends to retain the option
until the Town has secured adequate funding for the project. Forterra and the Town have in turn
entered into an Assignment Agreement pursuant to which Forterra has agreed to assign its rights
under the option contract to the Town so that the Town can acquire the property directly from
the current owner. To document the willing seller, attached are:

1. Signed Option Agreement between Grandy Lake Forest Associates LLC and Forterra.

2. Notice and confirmation of Forterra exercising its right to extend the Option Term

until December 31, 2020.
3. Assignment Agreement between Forterra and the Town of Darrington.

Summary of Property Encumbrances Identified in Preliminary Title Report**:

*Include an owner signed “willing seller” letter or real estate listing and attach with application.
**Attach Preliminary Title Report

4. TYPE OF INTEREST:
Please describe the type of interest contemplated for the acquisition process:

Warranty Deed _X_ *Easement ___ **Other __

*Please note that acquired easements must comply with the intent of the Conservation Futures
Program and the text must be preapproved by Snohomish County staff listed within the Staff
Contact Section if alternate language is proposed.

**If ‘Other,’ please explain:

Grant Application



5. PROJECT/SITE DESCRIPTION:

Please provide a summary paragraph describing the proposed project and how the site will be
used. The paragraph should describe the intent of the acquisition and, as appropriate,
significant or unique site characteristics, significant or unique site history, relationships to other
properties and/or any other unique or special considerations associated with the proposal.
Attach graphics illustrating the project including, at a minimum, an aerial photograph
(indicating property boundaries) and vicinity map for the property. If the proposed acquisition
adds to an existing site, please show the relationship to existing site.

The Town of Darrington is working to purchase a 94-acres site to develop a green minded
industrial center for wood products and education — the Darrington Wood Innovation Center.
We want to set aside approximately 30-acres for conservation and passive recreation through
the Conservation Futures Program. The resulting benefit would include protecting unique
habitats and timberlands, increasing recreation opportunities, creating opportunities for
environmental education, and contributing to the open space complex that surrounds it.

The property is located in Darrington, east of town and bisects the Whitehorse Trail. The
property’s current and historic use is timberlands, as it was first logged in the 1920's and again
in the 1990’s. The majority of the 30-acres conservation portion of the property is forested
wetland which is a unique environment, which we discuss in detail later in this application, and
will benefit from restoration work. The adjacent parcels include industrial activities and lands
managed for timber. The northeast corner of the property connects with the Whitehorse
Community Park. This project would create a long desired opportunity to connect the
Whitehorse Trail to the Whitehorse Community Park. The new trail as proposed would connect
downtown Darrington with the County Park and DNR trail system while avoiding SR 530 which
will increase safety for individuals and families. Whereas Snohomish County Parks and
Recreation plan to put in a2 campground at the Whitehorse Park, the planned trail would be vital
to connecting the park to the Whitehorse Trail and the greater Darrington community and
shopping.

6. PROJECT STEWARDSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY:

Long-term maintenance of the site is a requirement for funding consideration. Please describe
to what degree the sponsoring agency and/or long-term property manager is prepared to
provide long-term stewardship {maintenance, management, etc.) for the proposed project site.
Detail existing programs or plans that may apply to the site. In addition, please describe if there
is the potential for future private business use on the site.

The long-term property manager of site will be the owner, the Town of Darrington. This 30-acre
piece of the 94-acre Darrington Wood Innovation Center's campus will be dedicated to open
space, conservation, passive recreation and importantly, education is several forms. The Town
plans to utilize this portion of the site to benefit K-12 and secondary programs including WSU
Snohomish County Extension, Darrington School District and the non-profit STEM education
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program, Glacier Peak Institute. This site avails itself to numerous educational benefits from
ecology to forestry and to climate change with unique opportunities to study its overarching
affects over time. With the addition of the new trail between Whitehorse Community Park and
Whitehorse Trail, there are ample opportunities to add to the public education regarding the
values of forests wetlands and the unique ecosystem through interpretive signage.

7. PROJECT COST (Cost Worksheet):

Please provide a summary of project cost, utilizing the following Cost Worksheet. Indicate on
the worksheet any matching funding and/or donation value provided by the project sponsor
and total request for funding from the Conservation Futures program, both as a total value and
as a percentage of the total project cost. Estimated total land acquisition costs must be derived
from one or more of the following sources and include supporting documentation:

1. Independent appraisal*
2. Opinion of value from a qualified representative of the real estate industry

3. Valuation from recent Snohomish County property tax assessment

Describe the basis for estimate for land and improvements (1 through 3 listed above):

*Please note that if additional grant funds will be sought from other sources {e.g. Washington
State Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO), an appraisal will be required. Additional
acquisition and appraisal requirements for matching grants, administered through RCO, can be
found at https://rco.wa.gov/recreation-and-conservation-office-grants/grant-manuals/

Grant Application



SECTION Iil - COST WORKSHEET

ol ESTIMATE OF COSTS
Property Costs | SR Tota/Cost Notes
Land $400 000 Acquisition cost for 94-acres
PROPERTY COSTS SUBTOTAL: | S 400,000 o

* Relmbursable Incidental Costs
(as appropriate) .

__(Property and Incidental):

Applicable taxes $6,125 Real estate excise taxes
Appraisal review

| Appraisal(s) $7,380 Complete
Baseline inventory $3,000
Boundary survey ' $4,000 To delineate 30-acre

Conservation Area, full
property survey complete.

Closing {escrow/recording fees) $3,500 '
Cultural resources study $12,000 Complete
Demolition n/a
Fencing n/a

| Hazardous subsidence report $5,000
Noxious weed control
Other (New Trail Planning and Design) $20,000
Signage
Title reports/insurance $1,101 Complete
Wetland delineation $16,000 Complete

REIMBURSABLE INCIDENTAL COSTS | $
SUBTOTAL: 7
TOTAL PROJECT COST | $ 483,106 Total acquisition investment

and trail planning.

MATCH (cash and/or donation) —

deduct from total project cost*

[$ 326,106 ]

Attached

CONSERVATION FUTURES**

TOTAL CONSERVATION FUTURES | $§ 157,000' For the 30-acre conservation
FUNDING REQUEST: portion of the property, 5133k
reflects 1/3 of the total
purchase; $4k for conservation
boundary survey; $20k for trail
planning and design.
% OF TOTAL PROJECT COST REQUESTED FROM | 32.5%

Grant Application




SECTION IV — PROJECT REVIEW CRITERIA

PROIJECT REVIEW CRITERIA: Snohomish County Code Section 4.14.100 {2} and 4.14.100 (3)
establishes baseline criteria with which projects are to be evaluated. Please respond to all the
questions below, explaining which of the following criteria the proposed project addresses and
how the criteria are addressed. Provide justification for responses, attaching documentation
{e.g. WDFW maps) as appropriate.

NOTE: Each project criteria in the application is referenced to a corresponding evaluation
guideline in Attachment 2.

1. To what degree does the acquired property preserve open space, farm and agricultural land
and timberlands?

As development grows around this site the Town of Darrington wants to set aside the
approximate 30-acres for conservation and passive recreation through the Conservation
Futures Program. The resulting benefit would include protecting unique habitats and
timberlands, increasing recreation, creating opportunities for environmental education, and
contributing to the open space complex that surrounds it.

The property is located in Darrington’s GMA, North West of town and bisects the Whitehorse
Trail. The property’s current and historic use is timberlands. The underlying zoning for this
property is industrial. There is a large industrial complex to immediate east {Hampton Mill) and
a pending complex to the south. To the north and west, property is owned by the Washington
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) who is managing the land for timber. The Sauk-
Suiattle Indian Tribe owns an adjacent 50-acres to the east. The northeast corner of the
property connects with the Whitehorse Community Park.

The 30-acre Conservation piece of the property sits on a unique habitat saddled between the
Sauk and Stillaguamish river drainages. Approximately 15,000 years ago, the Sauk River flowed
into the wider Stillaguamish valley. A lahar from a Glacier Peak eruption blocked the drainage
forcing the Sauk to flow north into the Skagit River instead. The sandy soil left by the lahar
created a large flat forested wetland where the river once flowed. In this ecosystem birch,
aspen and white pine trees are common but are rare in the rest of the area, especially in
relationship to each other. According to botanist Mignonne Bivin from North Cascades National
Park, this is one of the farthest west stands of quaking aspen and this ecosystem may have
been more widespread before European development in Western Washington. While these
trees are growing well on the property, parts face pressure from invasive species like scotch
broom and Himalayan blackberry whose removal would greatly improve the forests health.

In concert with restoration the Town plans to fully utilize the property’s diverse passive
recreation and education opportunities. Developing a walking, biking and equestrian trail

through the property that connects the Whitehorse Trail with the Naorth Mountain Bike Trail
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and Whitehorse Community Park. This will allow more passive enjoyment of the surrounding
open spaces as well as give people access to enjoying the property itself as a piece of natural
landscape. By working with our education partners we will involve youth in removing the
invasive species and restore the ecosystem with native plants. After which the trail and the site
can serve as an educational classroom for both passersby and organized groups.

2. How does the project conserve opportunities which are otherwise threatened by
development?

This property is facing pressure from all side and putting the land into the Conservation Futures
Program would be a timely action. As stated in Criteria 1, this unique 30-acre property is
flanked by forest-based industries on all sides except for the connection to the Whitehorse
Community Park. The current owner of the property, Grandy Lake, is an international timber
corporation who is looking to sell the land. With the underlying industrial zoning, this space
could be used in a multitude of ways. By securing the property through the Conservation
Futures Program, the Town would steward the land and ensure its continued use as forestland
while also enhancing passive recreation. No negative degradation would occur to this vital
landscape.

Forterra NW, a Washington nonprofit corporation, currently has an option to purchase the 94-
acres property. Forterra and the Town have entered into an Assignment Agreement pursuant
to which Forterra has agreed to assign its rights under the option contract to the Town so that
the Town can actually acquire the property directly from the current owner Grandy Lakes.

The property is also unigque in its ability to connect open spaces for passive enjoyment. This is
the only piece of available property for connecting the Whitehorse Trail to the North Mountain
Bike trails and Whitehorse Community Park.

3. How does the project establish trail corridors and/or natural area linkage?

Surrounded by the mountains and rivers of the North Cascades, Darrington is a growing
recreation hub with amenities that benefit residents and draw visitors from afar wanting to
enjoy the natural habitat. This project sits at a unique nexus point connecting people and
ecosystems.

The project location bisects with Whitehorse Trail, a 27-mile long former Northern Pacific
Railway right-of-way that was repurposed into a scenic recreational trail that connects the
Town of Darrington to Arlington. The Whitehorse Trail runs through the south end of the
Conservation portion of the property, and the Conservation purchase would also include a 100°-
deep trail corridor south of the trail. By conserving these portions of trail, the recreational
opportunity is enhanced by assuring the greenspace will be maintained.

This project would create a long desired opportunity to connect the Whitehorse Trail to the
Whitehorse Community Park. The County Park is over 80 acres and currently offers ball fields
and passive recreation, but enhancements are being planned. The community envisions further
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development of amenities, including camping opportunities. The park also serves as a hub for
the mountain bike trail system on DNR land. A new trail would be established to connect the
Whitehorse Trail to these additional recreation opportunities. Notably, the Whitehorse
Trailhead is located in Darrington {See Open Space Connectivity Map). With the new trail in
place, a more complete recreation network would be created, building a safe and car-free
connection from Darrington to the County Park and DNR trail system.

Most of the conserved lands in and around Darrington have focused on protecting river
corridors and high elevation ecosystems. This property would uniquely preserve timbered
wetland at the valley bottom and in the future offer an intact forest stand not involved in
timber harvest rotations. In addition, this property sits between two major river drainages and
offers a unique ability to help connect the movement of animals between rivers and mountains
separated by these river systems.

4. How does the project comprise a portion of a continuum of projects which collectively
implement a complete project or objective?

This acquisition fits into a larger ongoing project to build access to recreation opportunities and
open spaces in the area. Over the past several decades, a concerted investment in fand and
infrastructure from multiple governments has taken place to help people recreate in East
Snohomish County. The Town of Darrington and Snohomish County are only two of the many
important players working to implement a larger vision of outdoor access in connection to this
project.

Darrington’s 2015 Comprehensive Plan outlines the community’s goal to expand recreation
opportunities for locals and tourists. A trail will be built across the property to connect
extensive trail systems designed for hiking, biking and equestrian activities. As the Town
intends to develop only a small portion of the site as a passive trail system and actively restore
the majority, infrastructure investment dollars will be pursued in small grant opportunities and
in collaboration with our education partners.

This acquisition and future new access trail to the Whitehorse Trail aligns with and helps
implement the Snohomish County Park and Recreation Element of the GMA Comprehensive
Plan, June 2015. This “Park Element” was intended to review progress toward achieving
Snohomish County Parks’ mission, lock ahead to future needs and identify strategies for
continuing to realize Parks’ mission. Current stakeholder, public recreation interests and the
general public were extensively solicited through a variety of mediums including public
meetings, presentations to stakeholder groups, surveys via email and letter mail, and briefings
to County Boards, Commissions and Councils.

Below are a few passages from the Plan.

e “The Whitehorse Recreation Corridor is defined by the Whitehorse Trail, which stretches
from the City of Arlington to the Town of Darrington and links to the Centennial Trail at
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its western terminus. Currently, approximately seven miles of this trail are open
adjacent to the Town of Darrington. Development of the remainder of this corridor is a
priority and it is envisioned that the trail will provide mixed use access and may include
camping opportunities at some of the trailheads.”

® “Trails are extremely popular and continuing to provide trail opportunities should be a
priority. There is significant interest in opening the Whitehorse Trail.”

e “Acquire and develop trailheads on all Regional Trails at a minimum spacing of 2-6
miles apart.”

e The public outreach process in creating this Plan determined that the number one
demand was to, “Provide an integrated system of passive and active parks and open
spaces and trails.”

This project would help achieve these goals and objectives by, {1) creating a new access point to
the Whitehorse Trail within the Whitehorse Recreational Corridor, (2) providing added trail and
trail access which is in high demand, and (3} integrating an existing system of passive and active
parks and open spaces and trails.

5. How does the project enhance or complement an ongoing conservation or preservation
program?

The Town has been successful in conserving key properties that enhance the livability and
health of our community, both for those who live here and for visitors too. The Town of
Darrington has received two previous Conservation Future program awards that have resulted
in preserving 18-acres of property on the Sauk River. An additional Conservation Future
program award allowed the town to secure a parcel adjacent to Whitehorse Trail within city
limits. Theses project continue to live up to expectations under this program.

The Darrington School District and other educational resources in our community continue to
strive to educate our youth through a conservation and environmental lenses. There are
tremendous opportunities for expeditionary learning in Darrington. With easy access to
numerous outdoor classroom opportunities in town, youth are learning through the natural
resources that have been preserved right in their community.

1. Washington State University Snohomish County Extension currently provides adult
education to small-forest land owners in Snochomish County through its WSU Extension
Forestry program. The mission of the Extension Forestry program is to provide the
education and resources necessary for small-forest landowners to responsibly manage
their forests to meet varied management objectives, while maintaining healthy and
resilient forests, and creating a new generation of forest stewards. This proposal would
allow an expansion of these operations to provide enhanced educational opportunities
to forest landowners, forest managers, youth, and small-business owners (See Question
9). While these opportunities would be centered in the Darrington community, they
would provide valuable region-wide teaching examples and benefits.
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2. Glacier Peak Institute (GPI), a non-profit based in Darrington, is currently providing
action-based education to build resilient rural communities and ecosystems
encompassing the Glacier Peak region. Access to additional outdoor learning spaces will
allow GPI to provide more opportunities for youth in rural and urban communities to
connect with natural environments. GPl’s ability to bridge the gap between the
traditional classroom learning and outdoor experiences will only be enhanced and
expanded if this space is accessible. In addition, GPI has a network of educational,
business, community, youth, nonprofit, and tribal stakeholders that all work to enhance
the outdoor educational opportunities for WA youth.

3. The Washington State University Snohomish County Extension 4-H program is an
established program in Snohomish County, and in the state of Washington, that has
numerous resources that can be leveraged, and an infrastructure that can complement
this project. Snchomish County 4-H has more than 350 adult volunteers who have gone
through a volunteer certification program that includes background checks, a WSU
volunteer application process, and basic training in topics such child protection, positive
youth development, safe and inclusive environments, and Learn by Doing, an essential
element of the 4-H model. Through 4-H, youth are able to participate in a variety of
programs and projects related to conservation and preservation, whether it be animal
sciences, studying and exploring natural resources, or STEM education focused on water
systems, sustainable food systems, or renewable energy. Access to additional outdoor
learning environments will add to the experiential educational of youth as they increase
their knowledge in environmental education, and will allow for additional clubs and
projects to take place that can better incorporate underrepresented youth from rural,
tribal, and ethnic minority communities.

The proposed addition to the Conservation Future program in Darrington would a new dynamic
aspect to the town’s education and recreation benefits to community members and visitors alike.

6. Will the project provide regional or community-wide significance?

The project is a significant nexus point connecting important parts of a regional and community-
wide trail system. As represented by the Open Space Connectivity Map, it will link trails and
infrastructure developed in the past decade on North Mountain to popular existing
infrastructure, open spaces and homes both locally and across the Puget Sound.

Within the Darrington area, the Whitehorse Trail is an important byway and this connection will
allow safe non-motorized access to the mountain bike trails and Whitehorse Community Park
baseball fields. Local people, especially youth, already use the Whitehorse Trail for recreation
and to travel from outlying homes into town and back. This property will allow folks to also use
the Whitehorse Trail for access to the mountain bike trails and ball fields by bike or foot without
having to go along the narrow shoulder of State Route 530 and through the working log yard of
Hampton Lumber Mill. The community sees this as especially important for our young people
who play weekly at the Whitehorse Community Park baseball fields in the spring and may not
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have reliable motorized transport to their games. Popular developed parks and campgrounds to
the west of town that draw in tens of thousands of visitors a year will also be able to use the
property to access these spaces on North Mountain. These parks include the Darrington Music
Park, Darrington Rodeo Grounds and Squire Creek Campground and all draw a wide array of
people from the Washington region looking to enjoy the outdoors such as mountain bike trails in
addition to the music and entertainment offered locally.

The Whitehorse Trail connects this property westward to the I-5 Puget Sound corridor and the
trail systems already developed. Beginning at a junction with the Centennial Trail in Arlington,
the Whitehorse Trail is part of a massive bike travel system connecting communities from Seattle
to Skagit County. The property will link bikers to the Whitehorse Community Park. The park is
intended to be developed as a popular ending destination for the trail system. Complete with
camping, showering and bathroom facilities for folks in the region looking to enjoy the trail
system and surrounding recreational activities.

7. How does the project comply with one or more open space program policies and criteria?

The project is an important step in implementing parks and open space policy from Darrington’s
Comprehensive Plan by connecting parks with trails. This new piece will assist the goals laid out
in the comprehensive plan by “providing and maintaining access to Parks and open spaces” for
residents and “to create a network of hiking, biking and equestrian trails, which would connect
with regional trails in the county with the parks in town.” These open space goals were written
with the Whitehorse Community Park in mind as a paramount park connected to other town
open spaces such as Old School Park and Sauk River Park via a trail system.

8. How does the project provide multi-jurisdictional benefit?

The project is part of a wider plan of education and recreation supported by a diverse group of
parties. The site will be used as a hands on learning forest where groups involved with
Washington State University Extension Programs, Glacier Peak Institute and the Darrington
School District will be involved with restoring and monitoring the entire 30-acres and comparing
findings and knowledge with lands under other management practices. The programs will reach
local youth as well as bring in students from the greater Puget Sound and Washington State area
to learn about forest ecology and management. Washington State DNR, Snohomish County Parks
and Recreation and the Town of Darrington are three jurisdictions supporting recreation
opportunities enhanced by the project. . The North Mountain Bike Trails managed by DNR,
Whitehorse Trail and Whitehorse Community Park managed by Snohomish County and
numerous parks within Darrington would all be connected by bike, horse or foot to one another.

9. How will the project provide for public use and enjoyment?

All of the land included in our ask for the Conservation Futures program (~30-acres) will be in
public hands. The area can be combined with neighboring properties held by the Town of
Darrington, and will be utilized by the Town as well as the WSU Extension Forestry program, the
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Glacier Peak Institute and WSU Extension 4H program (See Question 5) to serve the following
objectives:

{O1) Conservation of a unique forested wetland, while taking steps to enhance forest
health, increase resiliency in the face of climate change, and while increasing wildlife
habitat.

(02) Creating a showcase of sustainable forest management options to educate local and
regional small-forest landowners.

{O3) Public education through interpretive signage along the new trail systems.

{04) Outdoor learning opportunities for school children through collaboration with the
Glacier Peak Institute and local schools.

{05) Providing educational opportunities and space for local small businesses that utilize
non-timber forest products.

{O6) Passive recreation with the new connection between the Whitehorse Trail and
Whitehorse Park.

Conservation of a unique forested wetland (O1)

Forested wetlands provide unique habitats for local plant and animal species, but are currently
threatened by land use changes, climate change, noxious weeds, and insects and pathogens
that can prey heavily in overcrowded and drought weakened forests. Obtaining the property
will allow the city of Darrington to protect this ecological resource, while taking active
management steps to increase forest health, tree vigor, and habitat value. Primary among
these actions will be the use of thinning and planting, where needed, to increase the structural
and species diversity of the forest, thereby decreasing competition in the forest while
increasing wildlife habitat value. A heavy focus would also be placed on the control of noxious
weeds.

Creating a showcase of sustainable forest management options (02}

Small-forest landowners in western Washington are faced with a multitude of forest health
problems that are currently being exacerbated by climate change induced shifts in
precipitation. These changes are interacting with the overstocking (high density) of many
forests that were previously harvested and re-planted with the goal of future timber harvests,
causing widespread tree mortality. Unfortunately, many current landowners are wary of
actively managing their forests out of fear of making mistakes or causing lasting aesthetic
damage. The thinning operations described in (01) provide a perfect opportunity to create a
showcase of management options, including variable density thinning, thinning from below,
and no management at all. The objectives and size of these thinning operations will vary across
the forest, creating comparable juxtapositions for local landowners to view and use as
templates to base their own management upon, and allowing them to see how active forest
management can increase forest health and wildlife habitat value.

Public adult education (03}
The fear that many forest landowners have of making mistakes with active forest management
can often be based on public perceptions of forestry, and emotional responses from both the
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public and the landowner to seeing disturbed forests. The actions described in (01) and {(02)
create an opportunity to educate the general public on how disturbances and the resulting
structural diversity play key roles in the ecology of our native forests. The public paths
described in {06} will be utilized to create interpretive journeys through forest development,
highlighting the species that thrive in each seral stage, as well as show the long-term results of
thinning overstocked forests. A key tool in this educational effort will be the juxtaposition of
alternate management techniques on either side of trails, allowing recreationalists and small-
forest managers the ability to see and compare the vigor and life that a thinning operation
could restore to the dark and overly dense stand across the trail.

Outdoor learning opportunities for school children (04)

The city of Darrington plans to partner with the Glacier Peak Institute (GP!) and local schools, in
order to create educational opportunities for younger audiences. These opportunities would
be similar to those described in (03), but with a more basic foundation in forest ecology.

Providing access to additional outdoor learning spaces will greatly increase the real-world
learning opportunities for youth in our communities. Programs such as GPI, and the 4-H
Forestry and 4-H Natural Resources programs, which all focus on natural resource education
and natural resource stewardship, can be enhanced by getting youth into the natural spaces
such as those proposed in this application. In addition, this outdoor learning space can be a safe
and accessible location for expanded learning opportunities, such as day trips and overnight
trips. Programs that utilize curriculum such as plant and forest management, entomology, or
erosion and soil control, can be presented on-site with real-world examples. Youth and
community members would have an opportunity to participate in short-term learning
experiences, or to participate in clubs that meet regularly to study and learn over an entire
semester, or for years.

Community youth can also be leveraged to propose artwork and messages that could be used
for signs, posters, and other public messaging in order to represent the diverse and unique
voice of the community itself. Glacier Peak Institute has a laser engraver they are using to have
youth develop educational signs. These signs are etched into wood. Through having local youth
create the signage, it creates investment by the youth and their families.

Providing educational opportunities and space for local small businesses (O5)

The Town of Darrington would utilize portions of neighboring properties to establish
educational opportunities and possible space for local businesses utilizing non-timber forest
products from healthy native forests. These businesses could include native forest nursery
operations that utilize healthy forests to grow native plants for sale in the region, or mushroom
growing operations that can function under intact forest canopies. These operations would
serve as test cases for regional agroforestry operations, and could provide region wide
ecological benefits (as in the case of a native plant nursery providing affordable planting stock
to nurseries). These businesses would also be combined with (03) and (04) to educational
opportunities for local adults and children.
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Passive recreation (06)

Obtaining the property will allow the Town of Darrington to connect Whitehorse Trail and
Whitehorse Park, as well as to create a link to nearby mountain biking trails. The project would
also establish a new trail system across the property and adjoining parcels for use by walkers,
equestrians, and cyclists. These trails would serve multiple functions as recreational,
educational, and operational routes, providing access for the activities outlined in (O1-5).

At this time, Darrington’s youth sports’ teams use the baseball fields at Whitehorse Park. The
trail will increase the safe routes to these fields and remove these youth from riding their bikes
along Highway 530 which passes through the Hampton Mill Log yard with many semis and log
loaders passing through.

10. Does this project represent a unique or special opportunity?

Yes. This is a connective piece of land that uniquely provides benefit to multiple interests and
user groups. With the inclusion of just 30-acres in the Conservation Futures program, the
following substantial outcomes can be achieved:
e Conservation of a unique forested wetland,
* Passive recreation with the new connection between the Whitehorse Trail and
Whitehorse Park,
e Creating a showcase of sustainable forest management options,
Public education through interpretive signage along the new trail systems,
e Qutdoor learning opportunities for school children.

By having any one of these goals achieved would be a success, but that they are all achieved in
the protection of one property is a rare opportunity.

Other Criteria:
For each question, please respond yes or no and provide supporting information.

A. Does the project comprise an entire project?

YES _X__

NO __

B. Does the project site involve contributions from groups or agencies that will reduce the
need to utilize Conservation Futures Program funds? Response should reflect entries in Cost
Worksheet.

YES X

NO

C. Isthe project sponsor prepared to provide long-term stewardship for the proposed project?
Response should reiterate narrative provided under question 6 of Section Il

YES X__

NO
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D. (No response needed) The CFPAB will also evaluate how proposed projects compare with
existing Conservation Futures funded sites and give higher consideration to project proposals in
underserved regions of the county.

Grant Application
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INCORPORATION TOWN OF DAARINGTON

In the matter of the Incorporation of Darringtion, & municipel cor-
poration of the fourth class, heving a approximate population of 600,

Whereas upon the 25th dey of September, 1945, an election was duly
held within the limits of the territory hereinatter more particulerly
described, pursuant to an order of the Board of County Commlissioners of
Snohomish County, State of Washington, theretofore duly made, caiilng sald
election, to determine whether said territory should be incorporated as a
municipel corporation of the fourth class, to be known &s the Town of
parrington, notice of sald electlon having been duly given as provided by
law;

And whereas the saeld Board of County Cormmissioners has this day
canvassed the votes cast at said election and upon seid canvass it was as-
certained and determined that there was cast at sald election in favor of
incorporation ninetyssix votes end egainst 1ncorporaéion sixty votes, the
totel ballots cast being one hundred end fifty-six, now therefore, it is
hereby ordered and declared that the territory hereinafterimore particularly
described, be and the sams is dply incorporated Qs 2 muniéipal corporation
of the fourth class under the name aﬁd style of the "Town of Darrington.®

And whereas upon the canvass'o;’the votes cast at sald electlon it
was further ascertainad phat'vqtas-wafe cast for the officers to be duly
elected to the offices of sald Town as rq}loys, to-wit:

For Mayor, thirty-five votes ra;‘néidar Westeren and thirty-one
votes for Harold York.

For Treasurer, seventy votes ror_;da Lou;hnan

For -council, seventy-ones for Helen Loek, sixty~two votes for Walter
Bates, sixty-one votes for Orville Psarson, forty-three for Robert Hilton Jr.
thirty-four votes for Edna Hllton, twenty-six votes for Leah Reece and

twenty-two votes for Claude Tathanm,




ceiving the highest number of votes for Treasurer, is duly elected to said
orrice;‘that Helen Lock, walter Bates, Orville Pearson, Robert Hilton Jr.
and xdna Hilton, being the five persons receiving the highest number of
votes for councilmen, are duly eleoted to sald office.

The territory hereinbefore raferred to 1s more particularly described
end bounded ms follows, to-wit:

Beglnning st Southeast corner of Section 14,
Township 32 North, Reange 9 Eaest W.M.; thence North
one-quarter mile to Northeast corner of Southeast
quarter, Southeast quarter of said section; thence
West ons-querter mile to Northweast corner said
subdivision; thence South along West line of sald

* subdivision 872 feet; thence West 804 feet; thence
" ‘south ‘4,48 feet to North line of Seotion 23, same
e Townshlip and Range; thence West slong sald North
line 1176 feet more or less to Northwest corasr of
East helf, Northeast quarter, Northwest Quarter
sald seotion 23; thenoes South one-quarter mile to
Southwest corner said East half; thence Eest one- |
- "eighth of e ‘mile to Southeast corner sald East
hglf; thence South ocne-quarter mile to ceanter of
Section 23; thence Fast 1980 feet more or less
to East line of Emens Avenue extended South;
‘thence South 660 feet; thence East 1980 feet more
or less to Southeast corner North half, Northwest
quarter, Southwest quarter, Section 24, same
Township and Range; thence North 660 feet to Easst
and West center line sald section 24; thence West
465.9 feet to Southeast corner Backman's Addition
to parrington; thence North 100 feet; thence West
350 feet; thence North 1220 feet more or less to
‘North line of Southwest querter, Northwest querter
sald Section 24; thence West- to Southeast corner :
Randall's 2nd Add. to Darrington; thence North
one-guarter mile to Northeast corner -smid Addition;
thence West to point of beginaing. "All of which
territory 1s situated in the Qounty of Snohomish,
State of Washington. b PIA '

Passed in regular session this.last.day of October, 1945.

- BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Soohomish County, Washington

Y %€ ;gagrman

( C4l‘1:~ tha?_‘1’4;‘—4—“<~




L ales -
- e
2 e
STATE OF wmmz«a-ron}u t
County of Snohomish A
" . I < ey ' : 2
L. _ . Gaa. P. Dubugue ____ . Auditer of Scchomish County, State of Washington, and ex-ofiicio

Recorder of Deeds in and for said County, do hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a true and correct transcript of
Resclution passed by the Baard of County Commissionars af Snohomish .
County, Washington October.lst,. 1945, incorporating the Town of .

larrington.ag a.municipal corporation

now on Record in this office in Vol i -z .of ’ SEESES RN . T |
WITNESS, my hand and official seal this.._ 3T . day of

..Qetobar . P |11

County, Washingtan

By : b
Deputy
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ALTA COMMITMENT FOR TITLE INSURANCE

Commitment Number:
Issued By agent: 1

CHICAGO TITLE 500087341

COMPANY OF WASHINGTON

NOTICE

IMPORTANT - READ CAREFULLY: THIS COMMITMENT IS AN OFFER TO ISSUE ONE OR MORE TITLE
INSURANCE POLICIES. ALL CLAIMS OR REMEDIES SOUGHT AGAINST THE COMPANY INVOLVING THE
CONTENT OF THIS COMMITMENT OR THE POLICY MUST BE BASED SOLELY IN CONTRACT.

THIS COMMITMENT IS NOT AN ABSTRACT OF TITLE, REPORT OF THE CONDITION OF TITLE, LEGAL OPINION,
OPINION OF TITLE, OR OTHER REPRESENTATION OF THE STATUS OF TITLE. THE PROCEDURES USED BY
THE COMPANY TO DETERMINE INSURABILITY OF THE TITLE, INCLUDING ANY SEARCH AND EXAMINATION,
ARE PROPRIETARY TO THE COMPANY, WERE PERFORMED SOLELY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE COMPANY,
AND CREATE NO EXTRACONTRACTUAL LIABILITY TO ANY PERSON, INCLUDING A PROPOSED INSURED.

THE COMPANY'S OBLIGATION UNDER THIS COMMITMENT IS TO ISSUE A POLICY TO A PROPOSED INSURED
IDENTIFIED IN SCHEDULE A IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF THIS COMMITMENT.
THE COMPANY HAS NO LIABILITY OR OBLIGATION INVOLVING THE CONTENT OF THIS COMMITMENT TO ANY
OTHER PERSON.

COMMITMENT TO ISSUE POLICY

Subject to the Notice; Schedule B, Part I-Requirements; Schedule B, Part ll-Exceptions; and the Commitment Conditions,
Chicago Title Insurance Company, a Florida corporation (the "Company”), commits to issue the Policy according to the
terms and provisions of this Commitment. This Commitment is effective as of the Commitment Date shown in Schedule A
for each Policy described in Schedule A, only when the Company has entered in Schedule A both the specified dollar
amount as the Proposed Policy Amount and the name of the Proposed Insured.

If all of the Schedule B, Part |-Requirements have not been met within one hundred eighty (180) days after the
Commitment Date, this Commitment terminates and the Company's liability and obligation end.

Chicago Title Insurance Company

By:
ﬂ 2 L4
President
Countersigned By: Attest:
Secretary

Authorized Officer or Agent

This page is only a part of a 2016 ALTA® Commitment for Title Insurance issued by Chicago Title Insurance Company. This Commitment is not valid without the
Notice; the Commitment fo issue Policy; the Commitment Conditions; Schedule A; Schedule B, Parf I-Requirements; Schedule B, Part ll-Exceptions; and a
counfer-signature by the Company or ifs issuing agent that may be in electronic form.

———
Copyright American Land Title Association. All rights reserved. Fiib i

ASIOCLAT O
The use of this Form (or any derivative thereof) is restricted to ALTA licensees and ALTA members in good standing as %
of the date of use. All other uses are prohibited. Reprinted under license from the American Land Title Association. -
ALTA Commitment for Title insurance w-WA Mad (08/01/2016) Printed: 07.12.19 @ 10:36 AM

Page 1 WA-CT-FNRV-02150 624679-5PS-1-19-500087341



CHICAGO TITLE COMPANY OF WASHINGTON COMMITMENT NO. 500087341

ISSUING OFFICE: FOR SETTLEMENT INQUIRIES, CONTACT:

Title Officer: Commercial Unit
Chicago Title Company of Washington
3002 Colby Ave., Suite 200
Everett, WA 88201
Fax; (855)394-4817
Main Phone: (425)259-8205
Email:_Everett. CU@ctt.com

SCHEDULE A
1. Commitment Date: July 5, 2019 at 08:00 AM
2. Padlicy to be issued:
(a) ALTA Owner's Policy 2006
Proposed Insured: Forterra NW, a Washington nonprofit corporation
Proposed Policy Amount:  $400,000.00
Premium: $ 1,003.00
Tax: $ 98.29
Rate: Standard coverage
Discount(s): Resale rate
Total: $ 1,101.29

(b) ALTA Loan Policy 2006
Proposed Insured: Lender with contractual obligations under a loan agreement with the Purchaser with
contractual rights under a purchase agreement identified at ltem 2a above
Proposed Policy Amount:  $100,000.00

Premium: $ 465.00
Tax: 3 45,57
Rate: Extended coverage

Discount(s): Simultaneous rate

Total: $ 510.57

3. The estate or interest in the Land described or referred to in this Commitment is:
Fee Simple

4. The Title is, at the Commitment Date, vested in:
Grandy Lake Forest Associates, LL.C, a Washington limited liability company

5. The Land is described as follows:
SEE EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF

END OF SCHEDULE A

This page is only a part of a 2016 ALTA® Commitment for Title Insurance issued by Chicago Tifle Insurance Company This Commitment is not valid without the
Notice; the Commitment to Issue Policy; the Commitment Conditions, Schedule A; Schedule B, Part I-Requirements; Schedule B, Part ll-Exceptions; and a
counter-signature by the Company or its issuing agent that may be in electronic form.
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ASVOTIATION
The use of this Form (or any derivative thereof) is restricted to ALTA licensees and ALTA members in good standing as %
of the date of use. All other uses are prohibited. Reprinted under license from the American Land Title Association, -
ALTA Commitment for Title Insurance w-WA Mod (08/01/2018) Printed. 07 12 19 @ 10:356 AM
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EXHIBIT "A"
Legal Description

For APN/Parcel ID{s): 320914-002-003-00
The East half of the Northwest quarter;

Except Burlington Northern right of way,
And the Northeast quarter of Southwest quarter;
Except therefrom rights of way of Burlington Northern Railroad Company;

And except portions of said Northeast quarter of Southwest quarter lying South of a line that begins at a
point 110 feet North of Southeast corner thereof and runs North 66°30'00" West 1460 feet, more or less,

to West line thereof.

All in Section 14, Township 32 North, Range 9 East of the Willamette Meridian.

Situate in the County of Snohomish, State of Washington.

This page is only a part of a 2016 ALTA® Commitment for Title Insurance issued by Chicago Title Insurance Company. This Commitment is
not valid without the Notice; the Commitment fo Issue Policy; the Commitment Conditions, Schedule A, Schedule B, Part I-Requirements;
Schedule B, Part li-Exceptions; a counlter-signature by the Company or ifs issuing agent that may be in electronic form.
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ASSIGNMENT AGREEMENT

ASSIGNMENT AGREEMENT, dated as of the 8" day October, 2019, between FORTERRA
NW, a Washington nonprofit corporation (“Forterra”), and the Town of Darrington, a Washington
rnunicipal corporation (the “Tawn”),

1 Option Apreement. Forterra and Grandy Lake Forest Associates, LLC, a
Washington limited liability company ("Seller”}, have entered into that certain Option Agreement
for Purchase of Real Estate, dated as of May 20, 2019, with respect to the real property legally
described In Exhibit A, the terms of which are Incorporated herein by this reference (as such may
hereafter be amended, the “Option Agreement”). All terms defined in the Option Agreement
shall have the same meaning herein as therein provided. Pursuant to Section 14 of the Option
Agreement, prior to Closing Forterra has agreed to offer the Town the right to assume Forterra’s
entire right, title and Interest in and to the Option Agreement upon reimbursement of any
expenses Forterra has incurred in connection with the Option Agreement prior to the assignment
{the “Assignment”). Forterra agrees to consult with the Town prior to entering into any
amendments to the Option Agreement and further to keep the Town advised as to any actions
taken by Forterra or Seller pursuant to the Option Agreement including, without limitation,
providing the Town with a copy of the Appraisal once it has been received by Forterra. Forterra
further agrees to provide the Town with any documents provided to Forterra by Seller pursuant
to Section 6(A) of the Optlon Agreement together with any third party environmental reports
and title commitments obtained or received by Forterra as part of its due diligence work relating
to the Property.

2. Agreement to Assign. At least sixty (60} days prior to Closing but not prior to
both completion of the Appraisal and Forterra having given the Natice of Exercise of Optian to
Seller, Forterra will notify the Town that the Town needs to decide whether ar not it will accept
the Assignment. Such notice from Forterra will also specify the expenses that would need to be
paid by the Town as referred to in Section 1 above which shall consist of both the third party and
staff expenses theretofare incurred by Forterra as well as a not-to-exceed estimate of additional
third party and staff expenses Forterra expects to incur prior to Closing, together with supporting
detail {the actual expenses incurred by Forterra consistent with the foregoing notice referred to
herein as the “Expense Payment”). The Town shall have thirty {30) days after receipt of the
notice to Irrevocably notify Forterra as to its decision. If the Town notifies Forterra that it has
decided not to accept the Assignment or fails to timely respond to Forterra’s notice, this
Assignment Agreement shall terminate and neither party shall have any further rights or
obligations hereunder. If the Town timely notifies Forterra that it has decided to accept the
Assignment, then:

(8) the Assignment will occur on a date and at a time to be agreed by the Town and Forterra
that is at or befare Closing (the “Assignment Closing”);

(b} Forterra will finalize the calculation of Expense Payment and provide the Town with any
supporting detail not previously provided;



(c} at the Assignment Closing, Forterra will execute and deliver Lo the Town an instrument
evidencing the Assignment in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit B and the
Town will pay Ferterra the Expense Payment; and

(d) the Town will proceed to Closing with the Seller including paying the Purchase Price to
the Seller together with other amounts due pursuant to the Option Agreement.

3 Condition Precedent. The parties acknowledge their mutual intent that the
Property will be used for the construction of 3 Wood Innovation Center that will include, among
other things, a |arge manufacturing facility for producing cross laminated timber products. Prior
to Forterra having given the notice provided for in Section 2 of this Assignment Agreement,
Forterra and/or one or more of its affiliates will have, after consultation with the Town,
negotiated and/or entered into various financing, lease, construction and/or other agreements
necessary for the construction and equipping after Closing, and the eventual operation, of the
Wood Innovation Center. A condition precedent to the Assignment occurring shall be the Town
having executed such agreements and other writings as may be reasonably required by Forterra
and/or its affiliates that will ensure that the Town has agreed to enter into, assume or otherwise
take such other actions as would otherwise have been taken by Forterra and/or its affiliates with
respect to such agreements.

4, Acknowledgement and Release. The Tawn acknowledges that Forterra is making
no representations or warranties to the Town with respect to the Property including, without
limitation, as to the condition or ownership of the Property. Rights, if any, that the Town may
have as to the Property are as provided in the Option Agreement and accordingly, the Town’s
only recourse, if any, will be as against Seller under the Option Agreement. If the Assignment
Closing occurs, the Town hereby releases and forever discharges Forterra and its affiliates, and
their officers, directors, employees and agents, from and against any and all liabilities,
obligations, damages, costs and expenses arising from, related to or in connection with the
Property or the Option Agreement,

5, Notices. All notices re<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>