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Flu shots this year key in ﬁght against COVID19, brieﬁng told
Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers and Snohomish Health District Health Oﬃcer
Dr. Chris Spitters on Tuesday gave updates on the response to COVID-19 in Snohomish
County. They were joined in the virtual press brieﬁng by Dr. Yuan-Po Tu, of The Everett
Clinic, who focused his remarks on the upcoming ﬂu season and how that may be
diﬀerent this year because of the coronavirus.
“In a regular year, hospitals are often stressed in the middle of the winter, being very
near the capacity they can handle in patients,” Dr. Tu said. “And the reason inﬂuenza

vaccine is so important this year is because of other viruses circulating, namely
coronavirus. If we can decrease the burden on the hospital systems, the hospital
admissions and outpatient admissions, we’ll be better equipped to handle any kind of
surge we see in COVID-19.”
The interplay between wildﬁre smoke and the COVID pandemic also was addressed.
The bottom line: they are a bad mix, including for otherwise healthy people.
“The best way to protect you and your family this year through this smoke season will
be to stay indoors and keep indoor air as clean as possible when the signals from us or
the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency indicate that air quality is compromised,” Dr. Spitters
said.
Find the video from the brieﬁng here
The transcript is available here

New COVID-19 cases still trending down
COVID case rates are continuing to decline. We’re at 43.5 cases per 100,000 population.
With your support of wearing masks, social distancing, and washing hands, we can
continue to reduce the spread of illness.

Expect wildﬁre smoke, unhealthy air, to linger
Wildﬁre smoke likely will continue to ﬁll Snohomish County skies until late this week.
The National Weather Service has extended its air quality alert through noon Thursday:
https://bit.ly/32zoCax.
Protect your health. Stay indoors if you can.
The Puget Sound Clean Air Agency says the light rain showers that began late Monday
have not signiﬁcantly reduced smoke levels. It predicts the area could see smoke levels
increase somewhat on Wednesday as winds bring more smoke from Oregon ﬁres north.
Air quality is expected to remain UNHEALTHY or VERY UNHEALTHY for everyone until
late Thursday or Friday, when a storm is expected to clear out most of the smoke.
You can monitor air quality here https://bit.ly/2ZB3zSY and here https://bit.ly/32uSdlo
Wildﬁre smoke information: https://bit.ly/337uo24
Health guidance: https://bit.ly/3jZw9oQ

Despite rumors, COVID-19 pandemic has not
been downgraded
COVID-19 is considered a pandemic. You may have seen rumors on social media that it
was downgraded, but unfortunately this disease continues to spread in multiple
countries and on multiple continents.
More info:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://covid19.who.int/

Snohomish County launches ‘Better with
Boeing’ campaign to keep Dreamliner jobs
Snohomish County and City of Everett leaders
today launched the “Better With Boeing”
campaign, a community-led initiative to highlight
the unique strengths of the region and reinforce
why Boeing’s long-term success is rooted in
growing operations in Washington state.
The global pandemic has severely aﬀected the aviation and aerospace industries.
Boeing has diﬃcult decisions to make to cut costs and increase eﬃciencies and is
currently studying what it would mean to consolidate 787 production in a single state.
Currently, the Dreamliner models are built in both Washington and North Charleston,
South Carolina. The campaign’s message to Boeing is that we are better with Boeing,
and Boeing’s future is brighter right here in Washington state.
“Our partnership with Boeing stretches over ﬁfty years,” said Snohomish County
Executive Dave Somers. “Generations of Snohomish County residents have built their
careers at Boeing – designers, engineers, machinists and other professionals. They’ve
built the company and shaped its success, and we hope this relationship continues for
many decades to come.”
“Boeing is part of our identity as a region, and we’ve built an incredible aerospace
workforce development pipeline here in our community,” said City of Everett Mayor
Cassie Franklin. “Who doesn’t know someone who works at Boeing? Boeing workers
and their families form the fabric of our community and have helped inﬂuence the
heart and soul of our city. We’re deﬁnitely better with Boeing and through the
partnerships and skilled workforce we have, Boeing is better with us.”
The Better with Boeing campaign also launched a new website, B etterWithBoeing.com.
For more information see the full press release.

Marysville oﬀers more CARES grants for
residents & businesses
If you live or have a business in Marysville and the
COVID-19 pandemic has hurt you ﬁnancially, you may be
eligible for a Marysville CARES grant. The City of
Marysville announces another round for two of its grant
programs, one for household rent or mortgage relief and
the other for business expenses.
“As the eﬀects of this pandemic continue, so many people are struggling ﬁnancially,”
Mayor Jon Nehring said. “We are grateful to be able to oﬀer this ﬁnancial assistance to
Marysville residents and businesses trying to stay aﬂoat.”
For more information, see the full press release.

New emergency grants available to small
businesses
Economic Alliance Snohomish County (EASC) will
be accepting applications for emergency grants up
to $10,000 each, intended to cover a variety of
expenses associated with the impact of COVID-19. For-proﬁt businesses located in
Snohomish County with up to 20 employees, especially those in unincorporated areas
of the county, are encouraged to apply.
Funding comes from the states’ Working Washington Small Business Emergency Grant
program, including Federal Coronavirus Assistance, Recovery and Economic Security
(CARES) Act funds. A pool of $580,000 is dedicated to businesses in Snohomish County.
EASC will accept applications starting Sept. 21, 2020. For additional details and to
apply, visit https://www.economicalliancesc.org/grant/
The Washington State Department of Commerce is partnering with EASC and 34 local
economic development organizations statewide to make a new tranche of $10 million
in small business grants available. Application and administration of this new round of
funds is managed at the local level. During the prior round of funding, EASC processed
a total of $700,000 in grants to 130 companies.
For more information on the statewide program: http://bit.ly/ww-grants2.

Weekly snapshot of COVID-19 activity in
Snohomish County shows some continued
progress
The weekly snapshot of COVID-19 activity in Snohomish County is now available, with
data from the week ending September 5. It shows some continued progress. The case
rate per 100,000 population per 14-day period is lower than in the previous snapshot,
and there are fewer hospital beds occupied by COVID patients.
However, the number of outbreaks is up. Examples of an outbreak include two or more
linked but non-household cases in a workplace, or one or more cases in a long-term
care facility. Remember to follow masking and cleaning requirements, and to stay home
if you are feeling ill.
See the snapshot here:
https://www.snohd.org/DocumentCenter/View/4923
And the more detailed weekly report:
https://www.snohd.org/DocumentCenter/View/4924

Snohomish County ﬁre agencies distributing
face coverings
Snohomish County ﬁre agencies are partnering with the Snohomish County
Department of Emergency Management (DEM) to deliver a critical tool in our
community’s ﬁght against COVID-19. Fire departments will soon begin distributing
approximately 150,000 free cloth face coverings, or masks, to residents throughout the
county.

“Getting masks into the hands of people who need them will go a long way toward
slowing the spread of the virus in our communities,” said Mukilteo Fire Chief Chris
Alexander, president of the Snohomish County Fire Chiefs Association. “As ﬁre agencies,
we take our public safety role very seriously and this is just another way we can serve.”
Scientiﬁc research shows cloth face coverings can help curb the spread of COVID-19
when widely used in public settings. State law now requires face coverings in public.
Snohomish County DEM purchased a portion of the masks being distributed by ﬁre
agencies. The remaining masks were allocated to DEM by the State of Washington.
Speciﬁc plans on mask distribution will be determined by individual ﬁre agencies within
their service areas. If you are in need of a mask, contact your local ﬁre department for
more information.
In addition to wearing a face covering, health experts recommend social distancing,
frequent handwashing and cleaning frequently touched surfaces to reduce the spread
of COVID-19.
Snohomish County ﬁre agencies continue coordinating their response to the COVID-19
pandemic. This historic eﬀort encompasses ﬁre departments serving about 680,000
residents, more than 80 percent of the county’s population.

COVID-19 activity declining in Washington
with the help of face coverings and distancing
The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) released the latest statewide
sSituation report, which reﬂects an overall decline in COVID-19 activity as of late August.
The report also highlights encouraging signs that keeping our distance, limiting
gathering size and wearing face coverings are working to slow the spread of the
disease.
Report ﬁndings include:
The reproductive number (how many new people each COVID-19 patient will
infect) was close to one in western Washington and above one in eastern
Washington as of August 28. The best estimate of the reproductive number at
that time was 0.86 in western Washington and 1.22 in eastern Washington. The
goal is a number well below one, which would mean COVID-19 transmission is
declining.
We’re seeing decreases in case counts in both eastern and western Washington
since the start of August. These decreases are occurring across all age groups. We
are starting to see similar trends in hospitalizations and deaths, which take longer
to reﬂect changing levels of disease activity than case counts.
Whitman County is a notable exception, with a sharp spike in cases starting
August 19. While many of these cases are linked to an outbreak among young
adults, we may see a repeat of previous patterns where increased disease activity
among younger populations starts to spread into older and more vulnerable
groups.
Patterns of decline look diﬀerent from county to county. The report compares
these trends in Yakima County, which has seen steady declines since a peak in
early June; Benton and Franklin counties, where initial declines after similar
outbreaks have plateaued and transmission may be increasing; and King County,
where cases have been decreasing steadily since early July.
People are interacting more safely than we were earlier in the pandemic, and it’s
making a diﬀerence. The report includes a model that isolates the eﬀect of
mobility changes from non-mobility related changes on COVID-19 transmission.
The comparison suggests that while we are more mobile than we were in April,
we are interacting more safely taking precautions like wearing face coverings,
restricting gathering size and keeping high-risk environments closed. We must
continue these precautions to keep transmission decreasing.
“While we see some encouraging trends in case counts, the risk remains extremely high
throughout the state,” said Secretary of Health John Wiesman. “The situation in
Whitman County illustrates just how quickly an outbreak can wipe out our progress

toward keeping case counts low. It is still critical that we limit the size and frequency of
our in-person gatherings, wear face coverings and stay home when we are sick.”
DOH partners with the Institute for Disease Modeling, Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center, University of Washington and the Microsoft AI for Health program to
develop this weekly report. More COVID-19 data can be found on the DOH website and
in the state’s R
r isk assessment dashboard.

Washington receives approval for all available
weeks of Lost Wages Assistance program
The state Employment Security Department reports Washington has received approval
for the maximum amount of weeks under Lost Wages Assistance: 6 weeks, from 8/1 to
9/5. Per FEMA, no more weeks will be available. ESD will pay the beneﬁts retroactively
starting Sept. 21. Learn more: http://ow.ly/f7Ud50BnClz.

Kreidler extends telehealth emergency order
to Oct. 14
Insurance Commissioner Mike Kreidler
extended his emergency order again, directing
all state- regulated health insurers to make
additional coverage changes to aid consumers
during the coronavirus pandemic. His order is in
eﬀect until Oct. 14 and requires health insurers
to:
Continue coverage for providing telehealth via methods including telephone
and video chat tools such as Facetime, Facebook Messenger video chat, Google
Hangout video, Skype and Go-to-Meeting.
Cover all medically necessary diagnostic testing for ﬂu and certain other viral
respiratory illnesses billed during a provider visit for COVID-19 with no copay,
coinsurance or deductible.
Treat drive-up testing sites for COVID-19 as provider visit with no copay,
coinsurance or deductible.
Read the full release.

Conﬁrmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in
Snohomish County
Case counts as of September 15, 2020.

ESSENTIAL LINKS AND PHONE NUMBERS FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
Snohomish Health District
Snohomish County
Snohomish County COVID-19 Response & Community Resource Hub
Washington State
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Snohomish County COVID-19 Phone Line: 425-388-3944
Línea telefónica COVID-19 del condado de Snohomish: 425-388-7120
Washington State COVID-19 Hotline: Call 1-800-525-0127 or text 211-211 for help
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