Partners in Action
Funding is made possible by the Washington State Department of Ecology
Floodplains by Design grant program, Snohomish County Public Works
Surface Water Management and Sustainable Lands Strategy partners.

Community Floodplain

SOLUTIONS

CFS proactively engages funders and partners to leverage resources and
maximize financial investments for all. We have many to thank and the list
continues to grow!

One Vision.
Many Voices.

SUSTAINABLE
LANDS STRATEGY

Community Floodplain Solutions (CFS)
is a collaborative effort between
Snohomish County, the Sustainable
Lands Strategy (SLS), the Snohomish
Conservation District and more than
a dozen organizations—all working
together to advance the quality of life
in floodplain communities.
The success of CFS requires that we
find mutually beneficial solutions that
allow rivers more room to roam while
preserving land for multiple uses.
CFS partners will prioritize and address
critical issues to achieve gains for . . .

Farm, Fish AND
Flood MANAGEMENT.

Hope Alone Won’t Get
the Job Done. We Need You.
We are working to care for our community and continue
to make it a place where future generations can enjoy
the rural, agricultural and natural beauty cherished today.
Landowner participation and local support is needed to
achieve gains for FARMS, FISH and FLOOD management.
Learn more at www.snohomishcountywa.gov/CFS,
call 425-262-2443 or email CFS.info@snoco.org.

Title VI / ADA: Interpreter and translation services for non-English speakers and accommodations for persons
with disabilities are available upon request. Call 425-388-6476. For questions regarding Public Works’ Title VI
Program, contact our Title VI Coordinator via email at spw-titlevi@snoco.org, or phone 425-388-6660.
Hearing/speech impaired call 711.
Si los solicita, hay disponibles servicios de interpretación y traducción para personas que no hablan inglés y
adaptaciones para personas con discapacidades. 425-388-6476. Si tiene preguntas sobre el Programa de
Obras Públicas del Título VI, comuníquese con nuestro Coordinador del Título VI por correo electrónico a
spw-titlevi@snoco.org, o por teléfono al 425-388-6660. Las personas con dificultades auditivas/del habla
deben llamar al 711. (Spanish)
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Floodplains Need Balance
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VALLEY

Fish & wildlife
habitat
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Living Within the
River’s Reach

An Integrated Approach to
Floodplain Management

The shift from independent flood control measures of the
past to a more integrated flood management strategy in
the future will allow communities to advance solutions that
benefit FARM, FISH and FLOOD interests.

Integrated floodplain management is a holistic approach
that looks to manage river resources in mutually beneficial
ways. Working together, partners and willing landowners are
putting forward ideas that protect the health and livelihood
of a more resilient floodplain community.

Land conversion and changing weather
patterns are threatening the livelihood
of farmers in Snohomish County
floodplains. The success of these
efforts will ensure that farmers have
access to viable land to grow crops
and raise livestock.

Public infrastructure &
private development
Prime ag lands
Flood & sediment
storage

Floodplains provide open space, fertile ground, rich habitat, scenic
beauty and recreational opportunities for many who live, work and
play in Snohomish County.
For more than a century, people maximized the use of floodplains
and lessened the impacts of river flooding by building dikes,
dredging channels and armoring riverbanks. While these actions
allowed housing and business interests to prosper, they also pushed
flood waters into unintended areas and took a heavy toll on natural
and cultural resources like the endangered Chinook salmon.
These same river management practices are now facing changing
climate conditions, more frequent flood events, and increased
sediment loads in our rivers. All these conditions are threatening
private property and the future of agriculture operations.

A balanced floodplain
allows the river and its tributaries
to migrate naturally while
preserving land for multiple uses.

Photo by John Westrock, Flickr

Community Floodplain Solutions (CFS) in Snohomish County
is a collaborative effort to:
• Keep local farms viable
• Restore habitat for endangered salmon
• Reduce flood impacts for residents

Diminishing salmon populations are a
growing concern in Snohomish County
and the Puget Sound. This program will
replace and restore habitat essential
for the recovery of Chinook and the
Southern Resident Orca.
Large-scale floods are an increasing
problem in Snohomish County. By
using comprehensive climate and river
modeling data, solutions are being
carefully weighed to identify and
provide relief for property owners
living in vulnerable areas.

Goals
CFS’s goals to protect and preserve land options include:
• Support sustainable agriculture by making sure
farmers have access to land
• Remove barriers to improve salmon access to
rearing habitat
• Restore wildlife habitat along streams and rivers
• Educate, as well as learn from, residents about living
in a dynamic floodplain
• Provide options to property owners living in repetitive
flood loss areas
• Model, assess and map river conditions to identify
risks and prioritize projects
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